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Clutches, flywheels, cranes, PSV, truck, plant, drive 
plate re-corking, friction material, dry and oil immersed 
friction specialists, custom clutch service and 
Technical advice 


New to Crosville Motor Services in 1975, Bristol LH6L, ECW 44 Seat body. Leyland 401 Engine, Turner 5 
Speed Gearbox. Restored in Original NBC Leaf green livery with grey wheels and original vinyls supplied 
by Tearne and sons Birmingham. Owned by James Griffiths, she had a little Ttuckfix help in March 
2015...we were happy to meet her at Heath Common running day later in the year. 





Holders of major Bus, Coach, Crane and Truck fleet contracts 

TEL: 01274 877322 FAX: 08448 584481 
EMAIL: sales@truckfixclutches.com www.truckfixclutches.com 


Truckfix Limited. Highfieid Works, 
Bradford Road, Cleckheaton, BD19 3TN 
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Bell P-39 Airacobra, 

Capt AI Pokryshkin, 
Commander - 16th GFAR1943 
AC055 :72 


Avro Anson Mkl No.9 
Flying Training Squadron, 
RAF. 1939 
72AA003 1:72 


Bentley MK VI - 
Balmoral Green/Ice Green 
BN6002 1:43 


Scania T Cab Curtainside 
Eddie Stobart 
76TCAB007 1:76 


ERF LV Flatbed Trailer 
Eddie Stobart 
76LV003 1:76 


Scania 113 Tipper - 
Reid’s of Minishant 
76S143002 1:76 


Land Rover FT6 Carmichael - 
Cheshire County Fire Brigade 
76LRC001 1:76 


Leyland Titan PB2/12 
Maidstone & Bistrict 
76PB2001 1:76 


Scania Irizar PB - White 
76IRZ005 1:76 


Ford Transit Connect 
Network Rail 
76FTC002 1:76 


VW Bay Window Van 
Arizona Yellow 
76VW023 1:76 


VW Bay Window Bus/Surfboards 
Montana Red/White 
76VW024 1:76 


VW Bay Window Camper ■ 
Colorado Metallic/White 
76VW025 1:76 


Volkswagen Beetle 
Beryl Green 
76VWB006 1:76 
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Austin Seven RN Saloon - 
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Light Royal Blue/Black 


76ASS002 1:76 
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Scania Irizar PB - Bus 
Eireann/Eurolines 
NIRZ001 1:148 


Commer Commando - 
BOAC 

NC0M002 1:148 


Whitby Mondial Van - 
Wall’s Ice Cream 
NWM001 :14 


Land Rover Defender 110 
Hard Top - British Army 
NDEF003 1:148 



































































T his month, I've included a look 
back at some stories I did in the 
mid-1980s for Motor Transport, 
about demounts, as I said I would 
when we looked at some earlier 
swap-body systems from around 1960. Such 
systems seem to go in and out of fashion to 
some extent, although a few companies have 
stuck with them over the years. 

The changing fashions - if I might call them 
that - in distribution methods over time have 
led to many changes and improvements in 
the way goods are handled. The most obvious 
is delivering in bulk, rather than in sacks, but 
somebody who worked in a warehouse or 
as a Van boy', say, in prewar days, would be 
amazed at the roll-cages, pallets, fork-lifts - 
some of them even un-manned - which he 
would see in an 'RDC' (Regional Distribution 
Centre) where loads are consolidated for each 
supermarket, contrasting with the shop to 
shop deliveries which used to be carried out. 

The vehicles have changed too, bigger, 
easier to drive, with the job requiring a lot 
less physical effort, but we still all like to look 
back - usually fondly - to the way it used to 
be. Funny that, the love of nostalgia seems 
to go right across society. Just look at all the 
television programmes and films based in 


the past. And, of course, it's not all so very far 
in the past. Mind you, my 1980s stories were 
originally written 30 years ago! 

Our'Scenes Past'feature looks at the 
vehicles of several different haulage 
companies based in Hull, back in the 
1950s-'60s, when this was a thriving industrial 
city, as well as the docks and, of course, 
the fishing industry. Lorries with'handball' 
loads, expertly sheeted and roped, mainly 
four-wheelers, all a far cry from the maximum 
weight artics carrying ISO containers these 
days. 

There's plenty more in this issue which 
looks back a lot further than that as well. I 
asked for your opinions on the contents of 
the magazine last time. I've had quite a few 
answers, both written and verbal - no rude 
ones yet - and it seems that overall, you are 
happy with Vintage Roadscene much as it is, 
although I must be careful not to overdo the 
rally coverage, in particular. If you've sent in 
pictures and reports, I will do my best to use 
them eventually, but we must take note of 
the other readers wishes. 

All being well, we will have another in 
our'Road Haulage Archive'series available 
between this 'Roadscene and the next. It will 
coverThornycroft vehicles, a subject about 


which a lot less seems to have been written 
than many other makes, so this will fill a 
gap. I'm working on it with members of the 
Thornycroft Society, so it should be good. 





When we think of Hull, we tend to think 
of a fishing port, but there was a lot more 
industry in the city, as well as thriving docks 
for the import and export of goods. A number 
of transport operators were based in Hull, 
serving this trade and we have a selection 
of interesting pictures of their vehicle in 
this month’s‘Scenes Past’feature. This is a 
Commer OX of Hunters of Hull, Loaded and 
neatly sheeted and roped, about to Leave the 
company’s depot. 



This Leyland Mastiff, DAP 285K (East Sussex, 1972) was seen at the Tunbridge Wells warehouse of South Eastern Electricity Board (known as Seeboard), 
when I went there to cover the introduction of a distribution system using demountable bodies in 1984. The other pictures are with the story 
elsewhere in this issue, including a sister vehicle to this one, coupled to a sliding side door trailer. I wonder whether the drivers considered this 
curtain-sided step-frame trailer an advance on the sliding doors or not? Were they smiling Like the Little faces carrying a fridge on the Logo? Notice the 
different badges on the front of the two cabs -accident repairs, maybe?. 

The new Ford Cargo demount-fitted chassis were chosen with Perkins V8 540 diesel engines, as fitted to these 13 year old Leylands, which had 
served the company well. I wonder how Long the demount system Lasted, before the old electricity showrooms shut in the face of competition from 
the growing electrical retailers? It’s all changed... 
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LONDON AMBULANCE 


SERVICES 'PLASTICS' 



Ron Henderson looks at a revolutionary type of ambulance we all recognise, but is now all but forgotten. 


O ne of the all time classic 
ambulances, often seen in 
the old Ealing Studion films 
was the London Daimler 
DC27 although it was not 
restricted to the capital as many other 
ambulance services used the type. It's 
successor featured just as often in later films. 
For many years it had been the custom of 
the Supplies Department of London County 
Council, in consultation with the London 
Ambulance Service to design the councils 
own ambulances and subsequently build 
prototypes at the councils Merton Road, 
Wandsworth depot. By 1957 the Daimlers 
were becoming due for replacement 
resulting in the council assessing the Austin 

Top: The prototype London ‘Wandsworths’ 
retained the standard Austin LD steel cab, 
married to a fibre glass body constructed 
in London County Councils Wandsworth 
workshops. 

Right: One of the first of the 
London’Wandsworths’ built on the Austin LD 
chassis to feature the all plastic body and 
characteristic snout to accommodate the 
warning bell. This one was fitted with the 
Mecha Matic automatic transmission. Later 
models did not have that wide spaced grille. 


LD petrol driven 30cwt forward control van 
chassis as the basis for a future ambulance 
design. Planned to have a 'plastic' body it 
was envisaged that this design would be 
more compact, more comfortable, easier to 
handle, cheaper, at between £1,875-£2,000 
each, lighter, more maneuverable and more 
ecomonic to run. Now who could argue with 
that? 


Under the design of Mr. J.D. Burton, the 
Transport Officer of the Supplies Depot, and his 
team, current boat building techniques were 
first studied and it was decided to construct 
the bodies of glass reinforced plastic, allegedly 
due to a shortage of panel beaters. Practical 
experience was gained by replacing the 
aluminium rear corner panels of the Daimler 
ambulances that were frequently subject to 
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corrosion and expensive to replace. Initially 
two chassis were purchased for conversion 
and evaluation. One featured a rigid back 
axle with off-set differential, the other had an 
Allard De Dion back axle and different springs 
and dampers designed to lower the rear end 
loading height and provide a better ride for the 
patients. With the design looking promising, 
nine vehicles with the De Dion modifications 
were under construction by the end of 1957. 
The first of these new vehicles featured the 
factory built Austin LD steel cabs but with all 
body moulding constructed at the Wandsworth 
Depot. From these prototypes the design was 
radically changed and all future vehicles had 
one piece plastic front mouldings with a deep 
two-piece wrap around windscreen and novel 
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Above: Another early Wandsworth but typical 
of the remainder of the series. The grille on 
this one was that from the Austin 1100 car. 


Left: The design of the London Wandsworth 
remained unique to the London County 
Council but some examples were sold to the 
voluntary medical agencies when they had 
become surplus to requirements.This one 
gained a second career with the Sanderstead 
and Warlingham Division of the St John 
Ambulance Brigade. N.Tarling. 


Below: One of the‘Wandsworths’on duty in a 
typical London street scene.This one dates 
from 1965.The Large trumpet horn for the 
amplified bell system can be seen on the 
offside of the roof above the drivers cab. 


radiator grille. The steering column was moved 
forward by three inches, allowing the drivers 
seat to be moved forward by the same amount 
which allowed for a body length of 9ft-5 inches 
and an overall length of 15ft; four feet less than 
the Daimlers!To keep the weight down even 
the floor and wheel arches were made of plastic 
giving the vehicles the nicknames of'Plastics'or 
'Wandsworths'. As an experiment one example 
was fitted with Hobbs Mecha Matic automatic 
transmission. 

In 1963 further improvements occurred 
with an order for a further nine B.M.C. LDM30 
chassis. Improvements to the Wandsworth 
design included a more powerful engine, 
synchromesh gears instead of constant mesh 
and Webasto combustion heaters for the rear 
saloon to give instant heat during cold periods. 
From henceforth these ones had the standard 
back axle with off-set differential. For patient 
comfort a smooth journey, occasionally at 
speed was an essential requisite resulting in 
the Wandsworths being fitted with a new type 
of bed designed in conjunction with Delaney- 
Gallay Ltd. The new bed was mounted 
onto four Vibrashock isolation mountings 
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Only a few of the Wandsworths have survived for preservation. This 
example, currently based in the north east of England has been on 
the sale market for some time but has an interesting history as it is 
the actual vehicle that featured in one of the Carry On films. 



Above: This 1966 model, pictured in 1990 in 
the backyard at Ruislip fire station when 
privately owned represents the Last version 
of the Wandsworth. There was nowa single 
Large ambulance sign, straight grille bars and 
a more pronounced snout for the bell. 


that reduced vibrations in all directions. One 
of the major characteristics and a London 
peculiarity of the'Plastics'was the pronounced 
snout on the front upon which the warning 
bell was mounted.The notion was that this 
arrangement would provide the best echoe 
effect for the bell. However, in London's traffic 
even this proved insufficient so the vehicles 
were all fitted with an amplifier unit supplied by 
Easco Electrical Ltd., of London. The amplifier 
unit with an eight stage volume control was 
fitted on the dashboard ahead of the passenger 
seat and relayed the sound to a large trumpet 
shaped loudspeaker mounted on the roof. This 
proved most effective but the system was later 
replaced by the widespread introduction of 
French style two-tone horns. 

It was planned to construct a total of 


Above: Pictured at a rally at Detling in 2015, on the left is one of the Wansworth ambulances dating 
from 1965 accompanies by its successor, a Wadhams built Morris LD delivered two years Later. The 
characteristic London snout was perpetuated on these Later vehicles. N.Tarling. 


about 200 vehicles at a rate of six per month. 
Production of the'plastics'continued through 
to 1966 when further B.M.C ambulances were 
ordered but these ones featured g.r.p. bodies 
by Wadhams Ltd although the plastic snout for 
the bell remained a feature of these designs. 
The Wandsworth was a far cry from the big 
Daimlers but the smaller size made them much 
more maneuverable in London's streets and 
these vehicles have become classics in their 
own rights and equally photogenic having 
featured several times in the old British Carry 
On films. 
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MEADOWS SERVICES UK LTD 

- SOUTH WILTSHIRE - 



07734 829 626 / 01980 671 367 

* Restorations to all classic 
commercial & military 
vehicles 



* Full or part restorations 
tailored to your needs 

* On site work undertaken 
nationwide 

* Rates & timescale negotiable 
to suit all pockets 

* Delivery/collection service 

available a 


“No two classic lorries are 
the same, that’s why you 
need a specialist to arrange 
your insurance cover” 


Eddie Johnson, HGV and Classic Lorry 
Insurance Specialist 



The Classic Lorry Insurance Specialist 

www.classiclorries.co.uk 
or call 01625 359020 

Classic Lorries is a trading style of Isis Insurance. Isis Insurance Services Limited is 
authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Our firm number is 314533 


WINDSCREEN RUBBER 

Original Pattern Dies available for the 
following makes & models 


WE ALSO DO PSV RUBBERS & DRAFT SEALS 


AEC MkV 
AEC Park Royal 
AEC/Leyland Tilt Cabs 
Austin FFK 
Bedford ‘QL’ 
Atkinson Borderer 
Commer TS3 


Dodge ‘K’ Series 
ERF ‘A’ and ‘LV’ 
Foden S21/S80 
Ford D’ Series 
Thames Trader 
Scammel Crusader 
Seddon 1970’s 


Also door draught strips & non original rubbers that may fit 
your lorry. Please ring Mike Gosling and leave a message 


Tel 01953 607295 



William Lennon & Co. Ltd 

Bootmakers 

Made in England Since 1899. 


w w w.williamlennon .co .uk 






Manufacturers of men’s traditional boots including 
WW1 B5 Ammo External Toe Cap & Hob Nailed Boots 

Tel.01433 630451 for a brochure email.sales@williamlennon.co.uk 
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More From 
Ford 8 Slater 

In issue 189, we showed vehicles which were 
supplied by Ford & Slater from its Grimsby branch. 
This time, with the help of Colin Chesterman, we can 
show some which were sold by the Leicester branch. 


F ord & Slater was set up as a 
vehicle dealership in the late 
1920s and grew to have a network 
of branches across the East of 
England, and still is one of the 
largest DAF dealership groups in the UK. 

The company was first based in Leicester, 
with premises in Gwendolen Road, off East 
Park Road in the city, before moving to 
Narborough Road, close to Junction 21 of 
the Ml motorway in the late 1960s. 

While at Gwendolen Road, the company 
was a main agent for Vulcan lorries, as 
well as Perkins Engines, with many petrol- 
engined lorries being converted to diesel 
power during the 1950s and '60s. When 
Vulcan was taken over by the Rootes 
Group, Ford & Slater was appointed as 
agents for Leyland and Albion. 

In issue 189, we showed a number 
of Bedford and Leyland Group vehicles 


Right: Here we 
have an advert 
for Ford & Slater, 
which appeared 
in the‘Leyland 
Journal’for July 
1961, as discussed 
Last month by 
Malcolm Bates. 

There is a picture 
of a Leyland Comet 
tipper, supplied to 
the well-known 
Hovering ham fleet, 
offering a suitable 
endorsement of the 
company’s products. 
The advert includes 
details of Ford & 
Slater’s branches 
at Gwendolen 
Road, Leicester and 
MacauLey Road, 
Grimsby, as well as 
offering new Leyland 
Group vehicles and 
competitive part- 
exchanges. 







SALES - SP ARES - SERVICE 

* May ili- quote you for your 
new Leyland Croup vehicles 

■ Competitive pari twining? altouMinam 
for sinj/f vehicle* or complete fleets 

SLATER Ltd. 

MACAULEY STREET 
Girnim 

Fkmt J 7ISI 


FORD & 
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Above:: Another vehicle which appeared in a similar Ford & Slater ad in the Leyland Journal a year 
earlier was this Albion Chieftain boxvan,xNH 457 (was the registration deliberately not clear?) 
which was operated, delivering on behalf of Heinz, by SWWreford & Sons Ltd, of Northampton. 


supplied by the company's branch in 
Grimsby, courtesy of Ray Newcomb, who 
has acquired a collection of pictures, 
which would have originally been used 
for advertising and publicity purposes. 
There is nothing like the endorsement of 
your product by another buyer to help 
sales, so pictures of vehicles in the livery 
of operators, well-known or local, have 
always been popular. Let's face it, they still 
are - this magazine is usually full of them... 

Coincidentally, in one of the'Leyland 
Journal'magazines from 1961, which 
Malcolm Bates featured in last month's 
issue, we found an advert from Ford 
& Slater, which includes a picture of a 
Leyland in a customer's livery, which is 
reproduced here, proving the point. 

This time, we have pictures of a few 
more Grimsby-supplied lorries, as well as a 
number which were sold by the Leicester 
branch, from Colin Chesterman's archives. 
Colin, Ray and the editor have filled in 
as much background to the vehicles as 
possible, but if you have anything to add, 
please do not hesitate to get in touch... 
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A platform-bodied Leyland Comet, NW 800 
(Northampton, 1961), also destined for S W 



Above: An Albion Reiver tipper, with side extensions, no doubt for coal haulage. In the Livery of 
FrankT Hallam Ltd of Sapcote, Leicester, 15 EAY (Leicestershire, 1963), was a typical delivery of the 
type in those days. 


Ford & Slater History 


Courtesy of Barry Waterfield, a retired 

member of the company’s staff. 

1928 Original premises in Stonebridge 
Street, off East Park Road, Leicester, 
co-founders: Ken Ford, Jack Ford and 
Tom Slater. 

1937 Moved to Gewndolen Road, Leicester, 
Became Vulcan and Austin 
commercial vehicle dealers 
Reconditioning Perkins P6 and R6 
diesel engines. 

Had its own machine engineering 
workshop, which re-ground 
crankshafts, re-bored cylinder blocks, 
re-surfaced cylinder heads and 
crank-cases, re-metalled main 
bearings and con-rods. 

Engine re-builds with engine testing 
equipment. 

1954 Became Leyland Truck dealers and 
now only one of two original 
dealerships Left. Vehicles covered 
were Leyland,ALbion,ScammeLLand 
Latterly, AEC. 

1962 Moved to present premises on 

MaLborough Road South, on 8 acre 
site with purpose-built garage. 
Business consisted of Leyland Truck 
dealership, Specialised Services, which 
sold Edbro tipping gears, 

Tecalemit automatic chassis 
lubrication, road speed Limiters, 

York Big D fifth wheels. 

The workshop had Bee-Line chassis 
straightening equipment, accident 
repair department and paint shop. 
Also sold Freight rover vans. 

At different times, ownership was 
held by United Africa Co, UAC Motors 
(part of Unilever), Mercantile 
Credit (part of Barclays Bank) and 
Hartwells Motor Group. 

1987 Bought by Leyland DAF. 

1992 Purchased by Steven Vehicle Holdings, 
owner Peter Stevens, now has 
six depots, at Coventry, Norwich, 
Peterborough, Lincoln, Corby and 
Leicester. 



Another Albion Chieftain from a couple of years 
earlier, this time with a platform body, RUT 738 
(Leicestershire, 1958), in the Livery of Enderby 
Transport Ltd, haulage contractors, based in nearby 
Sutton in the Elms, a hamlet to the north-west of 
Broughton Astley, Leicestershire. 
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Above:: An interesting Line-up of Albion 
vehicles in the Livery of Lindsey County 
Council, covering the northern part of 
today’s Lincolnshire.To the fore is WFU 
455, a Chieftain tractor unit, coupled to a 
Low-loader trailer, next to YBE 90 and XBE 
717 and 716, all Chieftain tippers, and three 
Claymores, including XFU 87, which were 
probably also three-way tippers for the 
highways department. The vehicles were all 
registered in Late 1960 or early 1961. 


Above: A Leyland Retriever-badged six- 
wheeler, with the ‘Long-door’ LAD cab, 13 LVP 
(Birmingham, 1964), in the Livery of Yardley 
(Transmix) Concrete Ltd, based in Garretts 
Green, Birmingham, underneath the hopper, 
ready for its next Load.The mixer equipment, 
complete with a donkey engine featuring a 
Fordson tractor grille, is Labelled SP Limited. 

Left: An unusual overhead shot from the rear 
of a six-wheeled chassis with the Ergomatic 
cab, all ready for the bodybuilder. 


12 November 15 


www.roadscene.com 


















































1: Moving to Grimsby-supplied vehicles for the next five pictures from Ray Newcomb, here is another platform-bodied LAD-cabbed Leyland 
Comet, OJL 591 ((Holland, Lincolnshire, 1959-60), which had been sold toWH Christian of Boston. The sack lifter frame beneath the body tells 
a story - this lorry was probably headed fora company which transported produce of some sort. Two mechanics have the showroom windows 
open in the background. 

2: Another platform-bodied LAD-cabbed Leyland Comet, which was as yet un-registered when photographed. It had a slightly lower platform 
height to its body - I can’t quite read the maker’s plate on the side, was it built in Hull? The driver would still have plenty of work delivering 
sacks of seeds to farms for its operators, Hubbard & Phillips, of Sleaford in Lincolnshire. There’s a ‘Cleveland’fuel tanker in the showroom, and 
are those empty bottles ready for the milkman? 3: A nicely-liveried Leyland Comet dropside tipper, VFU 804 ((Lindsey, Lincolnshire, 1960),destined 
for L Kirkby (Farms) Ltd, of Beaumontcote, Barton on Humber. 4: Surprisingly, one of only two articulated vehicles in this selection of pictures is 
this Leyland Super Comet, 603 BFU ((Lindsey, Lincolnshire, 1962). Although fully painted in two-tone colours, including the equally new-looking 
BTC four-in-line platform trailer, which has also been lined out, no operator’s name had been signwritten yet. 5: The other artic of which we have 
a picture was this Scammell-coupling equipped Albion Chieftain, YBE 564 ((Lindsey, Lincolnshire, 1961), for the fleet of H Halmshaw& Son, of 
Ulceby, another village to the north-west of Grimsby, which transported seeds and farm produce. 
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Above: Unfortunately, the negative or 
original print has become rather scratched, 
but we can still appreciate the lines of this 
typical agricultural tipper, with its double 
dropsides, to carry beet, grain or feed, in bulk 
as well as in sacks. Based on an Ergo-cabbed 
Leyland Super Comet chassis, GFW 921D 
(Lindsey, 1966), was bound for farmers, AC 
Naylor & Sons, of Middle Rasen, Lincolnshire. 

Right: W& J Parker, meat wholesalers based 
in Leicester, were big users of Leyland 
vehicles. Here, in another rather scratched 
picture, is KBC 944E (Leicester, 1967), a long 
wheelbase Super Comet, fitted with an 
insulated body, clad with embossed’alloy 
panels, with an over-cab fridge unit. 


Left: A Leyland Retriever-badged six-wheeler, 
with an Ergomatic cab, and heavy-duty 
tipper body, GWD 627D (Warwickshire, 1966), 
working for the West Midlands Division, 
Warwickshire Area Transport Department of 
the National Coal Board. 
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Above: A Later picture, which has nevertheless suffered 
some damage, of a LeyLand Bison, with the Later, 
slightly taller style of Ergo cab and up-dated grille, for 
comparison, DJU 840T (Leicester, early 1979), in the fleet 
of Walter Smith of Groby, Leicester, a big user of Leylands 
on road construction work. 


Right: This 1966, Leicester-registered LeyLand Super 
Comet four-wheeled bulk tipper of Chas Draper Ltd was 
masquerading as an AEC,when it was pictured. 


Below: Just visiting; a Guy Big J six-wheeled dropside with 
crane, NUO 655M (Devon, 1973), used by the Leicester 
District of ECC Quarries Ltd, based at Croft, has just been 
serviced at Ford & Slater’s Leicester branch. 
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Those Were The Drays - 2 

Allan Bedford has searched his archives for brewery vehicles and here is a second selection. Many of 
them were emblazoned with the slogan 'beer is best' He looks at the origins of this and shares pictures 
of these vehicles - some we'll remember better than others... 



Welcome 
to the Inas 
of Britain 

beer is best 


Left: The slogan,‘beer is best’was coined 
by the Brewers Society in 1933 and used in 
advertising by breweries throughout the 
land. It was soon seen emblazoned on the 
radiators of a great variety of wagons (usually 
in Lower case Letters), and was still in use over 
20 years Later. In 1933, with the depression at 
its deepest point and the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer regularly increasing its taxation, 
beer consumption was Less than half the 
figure of 1914.This followed government 
intervention (to help the war effort) when 
beer strength fell and became progressively 
weaker as the years past. Farming was also in 
deep depression in the 1930s, and a deal with 
the brewers was agreed by the Chancellor. 

In exchange for Lower duties, the brewers 
reduced their prices, to create a bigger 
demand and thereby an increase in barley 
tonnage to help the farmers.To promote 
social drinking and aim at the younger 
generation and family groups advertising in 
newspapers and magazines heavily promoted 
‘beer is best’. London’s gleaming new 
trolleybuses were found to be another target 
for the promotion around 1936, with Large 
between-decks adverts, examples included: 
‘Tired or thirsty? beer is best’. ‘For Aug and 
Sept - beer is best’ ‘In town and country 
beer is best’. By 1939, beer consumption had 
recovered, with production increasing by over 
6 million extra barrels compared with the 
1933 figure. Beer continued to be best well 
into the post war years. 



employees! The 0rew,„ was sold . 0 'Whitbread Ini****“n,m SlTigno„ .CuireO Cr.ssw.lls of El, Cardiff 

mSSmSSIg^“continued to be aid for bottling until the late mOs.Tlre old slogan leer Is best’Is stencilled on 

the grille, but now in capitals. A number of South Wales independent brewers remained faithful to Thorneycroft until the end of produ i . 
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Left: Ley land’s‘Interim Beaver’featured in the number of 
brewery fleets. Following the devastation to the city in 
World War II, Plymouths Regent Brewery in Stonehouse 
took delivery of this one in May 1946. It is pictured in later 
days when‘beer is still best’.The company was founded in 
1889, with the amalgamation of five local breweries, and 
passed to Courage in 1970 for £6.5 million, the brewery 
closing in 1983. 

Below: Another Devon-based Interim Beaver, one of a number 
purchased by Exeter’s Norman & Pring,‘City Brewery’in 1945/6. 
The brewery in Commercial Road dated back to the 1700s. 
Following the sale of the business, including 100 tied houses, 
to Whitbread in 1962, closure followed two years later. Several 
interim beavers from brewing fleets survive in preservation, 
one ex-Norman & Pring, GFJ 560 and another ex-Meux of 
London, HUV 809. 




Left: An earlier vehicle in the fleet of the giant Bristol brewery Georges & Co Ltd, founded circa 1730, was this 1937 forward control Albion. A Large stack 
of bottled beers is being covered under the loading bay. The familiar‘beer is best’ slogan always seemed to Look better on an Albion rad. Georges was 
sold to Courage & Barclays in 1961,with over 1400 tied houses.The brewery survived until 1999, Latterly brewing the famed Directors Ale 

Right: An even Later Thornycroft than the CrossweLLs vehicle was this March 1958 example delivering to The Lamb, then quite a modern pub, 
somewhere in Cardiff’. The mixed Load with crates and small barrels on the wagon and hogs heads on the‘drag’ make up a wonderful picture. The cart¬ 
horse trademark of Georges can be seen on the cab. Some of the brewery’s barrels seem to have found a new use on the roof in the background! 
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An early 1948 delivery to Kent’s Largest brewer 
was this Albion CX. It carried the familiar brown 
Livery and the famous elephant trademark of 
Fremlins.The Maidstone Brewery in Earl Street 
was founded around 1790, and finally passed to 
Whitbread in 1967 with over 700 pubs, brewing 
on the Maidstone site until 1972. One the 
company’s popular slogans in the early 1960s, 
to be seen on the side of London Buses was: 
‘Take an Elephant home tonight’^ 




3: Avery compact Dennis Heron, 
new in 1956 to Fremlins, parked in 
Museum Street but in which town? 

4: A happy pair of elephants 
promoting Maidstone’s best known 
beer on a beer mat. 


1: Why is a 1934 Sentinel S4 steam waggon among the post-war vehicles? This picture, taken in Dover, shows waggon No 9023 on hire to Fremlins 
during the 1956/7 Suez Crisis, when fuel was on ration. It carried banners proclaiming ‘back from retirement’and was no doubt a good publicity 
stunt as well. This was one of a pair (AKR 957/958) supplied new to Harry Sarjeant & Sons, of Church Hougham, Dover in March 1934.lt carries the 
Elephant and Kents Best trademarks. This vehicle is thankfully still with us. The steamer appears to be Loading out of the Ozonic drinks depot - 
which we will see again next time... 

2: A simply-decorated 1950 Bedford ‘OSS’, unusually with a draw-bar trailer, ready for a parade, promoting Fremlins County Ale, complete 
with model oast houses and giant bottles. The‘Kent’s Best’ brand, featured on the cab, has an interesting history. First brewed by George Beer 
& Rigdens at their Faversham Brewery, the brand passed to Fremlins, when they bought the company out in 1948. Fremlins’ Maidstone and 
Faversham breweries became part of Whitbread in 1967. The Faversham Brewery closed in 1990 but the town’s surviving brewery, Shepherd 
Neame now brews‘Kent’s Best’. 
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Right: This Late 1935 Fordson Model 51 is 
participating in a carnival procession at 
Dartford in 1936. Style & Winch brewed 
‘Farmers Ales’ and used a very rustic 
character, complete with traditional hat and 
smock, as its trademark. Four blokes dressed 
for the part are on board, with posters on the 
side promoting both farmers ales and stouts 
and, of course,‘beer is best’. Style’s Maidstone 
brewery in St Peters Street, founded in 1799, 
merged with Edward Winch’s Chatham 
Brewery in 1899. They were acquired by 
Barclay Perkins of Southwark in 1929, along 
with 600 tied houses. Brewing continued at 
Maidstone until 1971 under Courage, after 
this company’s merger with Barclay in 1955, 
around the time the Style and Winch name 
faded. 


Left: A1954 ERF, featuring the Style & Winch 
Medway Brewery‘farmer’ on the cab doors. 


Above: Depite the cab shape (which suggests 
an Atkinson?) this dray appears to carry an 
‘M’on the hub-cap, which means its probably 
a Maudslay. Again participating in a local 
celebration and decorate with a giant bottle 
of Style & Winch Farmers Ale, plus hop vines. 
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Mam Sands looking West Ramsgate 


Above: Sometimes Little gems turn up from an unlikely source.The LocaLTomson & Wotton 
Brewery, based in Oueen Street, Ramsgate, just happened to be delivering to a Licenced beach- 
side outlet when this postcard view was taken. The company’s unusual trademark at this 
period was a smiling man’s face, which can be seen on the headboard on this view, along 
with ‘beer is best’on the rad. This is a Fordson V8 Model BBE 2 tonner, built at Dagenham 
from late 1934 until superseded by the Long-lived 7V in 1937. A small solid tyred S & D 
Freighter was also present in the fleet through the 1930s and also featured a Large 
smiling man’s face on the dash. 

Left A 1960s beer mat from the Ramsgate brewery, promoting its‘Cavalier’ bottled 
pale ale, an apt name, as the brewery was established eight years before the English 
Civil war. 

Below: Still faithful to Dagenham products until the Late 1950s,Tomson & Wotton 
had merged with Gardner of Ash, near Dover, to form combined breweries in 1951. 

A Fordson ET6 is seen delivering to the Moor’s Head Inn at Adisham, six miles from 
Canterbury, which still displays the Gardners name.This pub is now a private residence 
but still has the Moor’s Head over the door. By the time of this picture, the smiling man’s 
face’, featured on pre-war vehicles, had been replaced by a beer flagon, bearing the year 
1634, when the brewery in Oueen Street was established. Despite being the oldest brewery 
in the country, it was closed in October 1968, just four months after Whitbreads acquisition. 
Today, a thriving new generation brewery,‘Gadds’ is back brewing in the area. 


MO 
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1: The AEC Majestic was rated as only a 6-tonner, in spite of its 
massive Looks Just 147 chassis were built between 1930 and 1936. 
Trumans took six in 1930/1 which, according to Brian Thackray, were 
subject to chassis modifications in 1934/5.The picture shows an 
example still Looking immaculate and ready for the challenge of 
World War II. Truman Hanbury and Buxton’s Black Eagle brewery in 
Brick Lane, Stepney, dated back to 1666. Becoming part of the Grand 
Met group in 1971, the brewery was consigned to history in 1989 
after 323 years. 2: A smaller member of the Truman fleet was this 
2 ton Thornycroft Handy dates from around 1934. A similar vehicle, 
registered AXX 844, from the fleet survives and was at one time a 
regular entrant in the HCVC/HCVS London to Brighton run. 

3: Atypical 1970s scene, in a large airy loading bay,filled up with 
stacked and palletised kegs. Following the then current trends, new 
colours, orange and brown, and a stylised T trademark adorn this 
1973 KD/KE TK derivative from the Truman fleet. The company always 
publicised its ancient origins -1666, when the Brick Lane Brewery 
in Stepney is first recorded. Joseph Truman bought it in 1679 and 
was superseded by his son Ben, who was Later immortalised with 




a bottled beer and a peg-legged seafaring character.The slogan, 
often seen on the side of buses, claimed there were ‘More hops in 
Ben Truman’. The company traded as Truman, Hanbury and Buxton 
for many years, the families having became partners during the early 
period. In 2013, a new generation Truman Brewery opened in Hackney 
Wick, using the black eagle again, on labels and pump clips on their 
range of beers. 4: Atypical colourful post-war beer mat,featuring the 
hopping seafarer, with his bottles of‘treasure’, dating from 1966. 



Above: Perhaps somebody can identify the Location of this Ford BB articulated unit. The wall behind carries an advertisement for the new Ford V8, 
in production from 1932. Could this be at one of Ford’s own ‘Motor Shows’, and is this a Carrimore conversion? Taylor Walkers was another Large 
East London brewer, from the Barley Mow Brewery in Lime House. The brewery’s origins dated back to 1730 but, following sale to Lnd Coope in 
1959, another name soon faded. 
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Our Malcolm has been delving through his archive for more 
manufacturers' house magazines. Last mon th, we looked at what the big 
names such as AEC and Ley land were doing. This time, we have a more 
eclectic mix - underlining just how popular the whole concept of a house 
magazine once was, in an age when posting an envelope with a magazine 
in it was still the fastest way to transmit 'hard copy' to your customers. 


eeptng the Presses Rollins 


IJflVUi 


Above left: The 1964 Commercial Motor show was intended to be a landmark for Atkinson Vehicles Limited. The lead was a story about...“The Largest 
fleet of Atkinson eight wheelers in the country”-which you might be surprised to hear was Bulwark Transport’s fleet of tankers. Times were changing 
however - even in the cosy world of the manufacturer’s house magazine. Unlike ‘AEC Gazette’,‘The LeyLand Journal’, or‘Foden News’,‘Rangeability’ 
didn’t inform the reader which‘brand’it was about. That was pretty trendy at the time - but odd for such a conservative manufacturer. 

Above right: In 1964, we’re told Bulwark had a fleet of 350 tankers - although the pictures show artics were now playing a key role - especially the 
50 Atki tractor units on contract hire to steel maker Richard, Thomas and Baldwins, running out of the Spencer Steelworks in South Wales. At a time 
when Britain actually produced steel, that is. But the second lead story covered the Reed Paper Group - a Longterm Foden operator, note. Formed in 
1954, when Reed took over several independent contractors, by 1964 Reed Transport was running 300 lorries (on a mix of‘A’and ‘C’ Licences) and some 
500 trailers. 

Straight away - on reflection, admittedly - it’s easy to see that the whole world of road transport was on the cusp of almighty change. The Transport 
Act - and changes to what were still called ‘Construction & Use’ regulations - were obviously a topic for debate at the forthcoming show but, 
surprisingly, we also discover the Reed Paper Group was about to take delivery of something like 35 Atkinson tractor units to run with single axle 
semi-trailers at 12tons gross. Something even a Bedford could manage! The Reed fleet covered lOmillion miles a year and carried 800,000 tons of 
paper and board products. 
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L ast month, we looked at why 
manufacturers had the need to 
produce an 'in-house' magazine. 
The conclusion, in a word, is 
'control' Controlling your corporate 
image. Controlling how the product was 
presented. And perhaps just as important, 
ensuring that the reader (who was likely to 
either be an existing customer, or one that 
the sales manager hoped was about to be!) 
didn't get side-tracked by reading about 
how successful a competitor's product was 
- as might be the case when having a press 
release published in 'The Commercial Motor', 
'Motor Transport', or the half dozen other 
transport titles that we've already looked at 
in'Published and be Damned.' 

If there was a'Golden Era'of lorry 
manufacturer's house magazines, I guess 
we could say that, from an interest point 
of view, it was from the late 1930s until the 
outbreak of World War II, then from the early 
1950s right through to.... Well, whichever 
decade is the point at which you feel is 
'too modern'to be interesting! Personally, 
my interest always tended to dry up by the 
late 1970s, but my recent forays into my 
archive looking for suitable subject matter 
for Vintage Roadscene have resulted in me 
moving those metaphorical goal posts to 
the late 1980s. 

Indeed, if we're still talking exclusively 
about manufacturer's house magazines, 
some of those printed today - like those 
from Volvo Trucks and even our very own 
Dennis Eagle - are packed with interesting 
articles and photographs that you're unlikely 
to see anywhere else. 






Three Sew Tractors nr Show 
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Above: But the big news for Atkinson? Well, Atkinson hoped it would be the launch of the new 
‘Guardsman’cab - an odd name and a rather odd mix of old’ (timber frame construction) and 
‘new’ (no traditional radiator grill).‘Odd’covers the whole Guardsman’s Launch.“Of a square 
military appearance...”, the preview article suggested. Huh? In the just post-beatnik era,‘Square’ 
meant, well‘Like square, man’. Boring. Not hip. The only military item that was trendy was when 
it was a military jacket, dyed bright red and worn by a budding rock star down The Kings Road, 
surely? Warning bells should have been ringing... 

A three dimensional artist’s impression’of the Guardsman underlined the fact that, at the time of 
publication, in true British lorry manufacturer’s style, Atkinson hadn’t actually finished building 
the real thing! Oh dear. The end result, with a single panel - but flat glass - windscreen, full- 
width, lift-up front panel and twin headlights could have been a trendsetter. Except it still used 
a cheap mix of GRP and timber framing and more short-sightedly, it didn’t tilt. Atkinson was 
clearly still trading on the fact that as a rule, Gardner engines didn’t go wrong! But then, just 
to confuse the issue even further, while a sleeper cab option was available ‘for export markets’ 
(export markets without woodframe-eating critters, preferably!), the home market Guardsman 
was to be available with a choice of two door configurations - a ‘Suicide’, rear-hinged Tong door’ 
with step-ahead-of wheelarch (like the Guys built for Tate & Lyle around the same time), or an 
old-fashioned ‘short door’ above the wheelarch, as with existing Atkinsons. Needless to say,‘The 
Guardsman’ didn’t die a hero’s death. After a less than Lukewarm show debut, it just faded away. 
Even a young wannabe Ferrari designer by the name of Malcolm Bates - on his first solo visit to 
Earls Court - wasn’t impressed! 
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Left 1: It’s 1966 already and the 
botched-Launch of the Guardsman 
cab is forgotten. Atkinsons now 
come with trendy twin headlights, 
but there’s no mention here of 
the “V-Grill’ cab, sans traditional 
radiator grill, also seen back in 
1964 on a tractor unit for‘Smith’s 
for Service’ of Maddison. What has 
changed however is that these 
solid ‘Guvnor’s Wagons’ now have 
fancy names like ‘Silver Knight’ 
and such - to make the most out 
of the original‘Knight of the Road’ 
slogan, no doubt. Atkinsons now 
also have engines other than 
Gardners, too, with the Cummins 
NH180 being popular at the new 
30 tons gross. Left 2: After failing 
to make a successful bid to 
‘modernise’,Atkinson looks back 
to ‘The Good Old’ Days’ - which, 
in 1966, were considered to be 
the 1920s and ’30s! Here we see a 
picture of the very first‘Atkinson’. 
Built in 1931, it was powered by a 
Dorman ‘4RBL’ diesel and designed 
for a six ton load. Note this was 
when the company was still 
the ‘Atkinson Wagon Co’, not the 
‘Transport Vehicles (Atkinson)’it 
became in 1933. 
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Above: Another period of change. In 1967,‘Rangeability’was changed to ‘The Atkinson’, but the distinctive, increasingly-trendy graphics allowed by 
litho printing were creating a widening gap compared to the increasingly-outdated style of Atkinson Lorry cabs! In fact, Atkinson was one of the few 
Lorry manufacturers to employ professional technical illustrators and it was clear they also had someone who knew about graphic design too. The 
front cover of the Autumn 1966 issue hints at another new Atkinson cab. But would it prove more successful than the Guardsman? 


But there is something else to 
consider - print technology. While 
colour printing was possible before 
World War II, it was very expensive 
so, as we've already discussed,'spot 
colour'was a more common solution. 
But until litho printing became more 
popular, it was the cost of getting 
photographs reproduced in print 
that was the real budget killer - a 
magazine's-worth of printing 'blocks' 
cost a small fortune to produce, so 
'size' mattered. As a result, most 
magazines published right into the 
1960s - house magazines included 

- tended to use small, single column¬ 
wide pictures. Double column photos 

- roughly four inches wide, or 100mm 
if you insist - would have to be used 
sparingly. 

NO LIMITS 



So when the litho printing process 
finally shook off its low rent image in the 
early 1970s, and started producing high 
resolution full colour copy with a consistently 
spot-on 'register' (to get full colour printing, 
the same piece of work had to go through 
the machine four times on early machines, 
so any movement would blur the final 
result), it opened up a whole new world of 
graphic design possibilities and impressive 
'wide-angle'vistas of lorries running right 



Above: In a word, no! Tragically, the stylish and very distinctive ‘View Line’ cab (two words 
apparently) also failed to catch-on with Atkinson customers - although arguably, the idea 
of raising the cab floor was way ahead of it’s time, only finally catching-on with the Renault 
Magnum. Yet again, Atkinson failed to pick-up on the shortly-to-become-universal shift to tilt 
cabs, suggesting that a wide Lift-up front panel and hinge-out front wings was enough. But here 
we see that in a perspective drawing by illustrator Michael Tully, that Atkinson actually missed 
out on the idea of a flat, obstruction-free floor as well. But the killer blow? Aside from bosses 
not wishing to pay for driver’s comfort - and an owner-driver sector probably still running old 
Bedfords and BMCs - it was that rudimentary cab heating would have made the GRP View Line 
cab cold in winter while, without any hint of aircon, that vast front screen would have cooked the 
driver in summer! 
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Left and above: Another year, another great 
Atkinson house magazine front cover. But 
what about the products? Well, as the front 
cover, using an interesting ‘spot colour’ 
treatment suggests, big plans are about to 
be unveiled... Ummm, it”s not quite what 
we expected, is it? The View Line styling 
has been compromised by planting a sham 
radiator grill onto the original Lift-up front 
panel. The idea worked really well with 
the cabs made by Atkinson Vehicles Pty 
Limited and many have since asked why the 
company didn’t just use that cab. Elsewhere, 
we discover the original View Line tractor 
unit has finally gone into service with Halls 
of Sidcup, but the other development is the 
‘Makeover’ Mark-II version of the traditional 
Atki cab - as if to admit the View Line was 
already dead in the water. What was possibly 
the most impressive Atkinson yet - aside 
from the ‘Omegas’was also on the stand at 
Earls Court in 1968 - the lOOton Cummins 
NH-250-powered ‘Silver Knight’tractor unit 
destined for Pickfords. 


across both pages of a double page spread. 
Fabulous. What a shame us lorry fans couldn't 
have had that a decade or so earlier, eh? 

The graphic design limitations of the 
conventional letterpress print process and 
the cost of producing printing blocks that 
had to be'keyed'into a page made up of 
'furniture'and lines of type, are then, the 
reason why most pre-1970 lorry house 
magazines look a bit plain. But there's 
another factor to consider - the use of 
language. I don't mean anything other than 
English, here - although some attempts 
were made to include a brief translation into 
perhaps French, Spanish, or Portuguese, if 
export markets were included. No, I mean 
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Above Left: And what about the house magazines produced by the suppliers to the transport industry? Has anyone ever seen a house magazine from 
arch-traditionalists Gardner? In contrast,‘high speed diesel’ upstart, Perkins - still called ‘Frank Perkins Limited back in 1956 - managed to produce a 
stonking house magazine. Edited by one‘LWJ Handcock’,the Christmas issue was full of witty articles with a Yuletide theme, as well as details of the 
new Perkins P3 diesel. We Learn that the ‘Christmas’ 1956 issue rates as ‘Volume 13, Number 2’ - suggesting that the first issue would have appeared 
back to 1943 - which is unlikely.‘Number 2’suggests Perkins News was only bi-annual, although this may also have changed. Above right: Inside, we 
Learn that Perkins is doing really well in the marine engine market and how even the largest commercial vehicle manufacturers at the time were 
caught out by the wholesale shift towards diesel engines. Perkins News explains how companies Like Crowley RusseLL Transport of Glasgow and more 
impressively, Britvic drinks of Chelmsford, had gone over to Perkins diesel-powered ‘Big Bedfords’. But the name we’d all Like to remember? How 
about Hartley’s Jams? Hartley’s of Clintree, Liverpool operated 28 Seddons we’re told and had just taken delivery of three more - the two P4-powered 
forward control models featuring side-shuttered bodies just Like those featured on the Corgi Toys Karrier Bantam ‘Lucozade’. 


'written English'. Grammar. Verbs. And all 
that malarky. It really wasn't'the done thing, 
old boy'to use slang, or perish the thought, 
anything that might be considered 'blue' 
in any form of printed item - at least until 
the dawn of the 1970s, when'Car'magazine 
broke the mould, to be followed a few years 
later by'Truck' But manufacturer's house 
magazines? They tended to continue to use 
a well-laundered form of middle-class'BBC 
English', with grammatically-correct sentence 
construction and nothing that might shock 
of unsettle the reader. 

TITTER-YE NOT 

How do I know all this? Because, in 


the course of my career in the 
commercial vehicle industry. I've 
had a few goes at designing and 
writing vehicle manufacturers' 
house magazines myself, that's how. 
And my conclusion? Writing what 
looks like straight, conventional, 
journalism, which is in danger of 
drifting from 'middle-of-the-road'to 
'boring' is very, very difficult. And, 
unlike other forms of journalism, 
even today, it's still not the done 
thing in a house magazine to 
mention any competitive product, 
criticise anyone or anything, swear, 
use cockney rhythming slang, or 


Right: What’s this? A Bedford wagon-and-drag? True, ALbro furniture was more about 
volume than weight, but it seems the transport manager of furniture maker Alstons 
of Ipswich (‘Albro’was the brand-name) had found a way of reducing transport costs 
by employing a fleet of 18 Bedford KGs with ‘proper’York drawbar trailers. With a 
combined length of 59 feet, the gross combination weight was only 19 tons, but 
the combination of demount bodies and drawbar trailers was rare in the UK. Inside 
‘Bedford Transport Magazine’ is a feature on how £25 Million was spent to help 
ensure the new Bedford TM cab was rustproofed. Oh well... Also in this issue is a 
report on the 20 ton gross 6x4 Bedford chassis fitted with SD Revopak compaction 
bodies for Holderness Council, involving our Malcolm (who was at SD at the time) 
and a certain Peter Davis, who was at Bedford. 
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Shelvoke News 


IWM AYR CONFERENCE SPECIAL 



SUMMER 




Dafel 



Above: How hard is it to produce an award-winning commercial 
vehicle manufacturer’s house magazine? It’s no use asking our 
Malcolm - he had at least three attempts at it while at Shelvoke 
& Drewry, before he got it right!‘Municipal Vehicle News’was his 
first‘low rent’attempt to have a give-away at major events such 
as the ‘Public Works Exhibition’ - as here in 1972-73, to co-incide 
with the Launch of the newSD NX/NY Series chassis.‘Municipal 
Vehicles Operator’was attempt number two - here as a mock-up 
showing an NX cesspool tanker and an NY‘Revopak’ in Liverpool. 
Only with ‘Shelvoke News’ - and a Larger broadsheet format - did SD 
customers finally get a company house magazine. In this issue, the 
results of the bonkers‘Supercrew’event were published (a hugely 
successful promotion with Perkins and Allison Transmissions) 
together with the new‘Square Deal Program’(square body profile 
Dempster RCV compaction bodies) launched to to co-incide with 
the IWM Ayr Conference in a vain attempt to stave-off the recession. 
Sadly, they, Dempster and Shelvoke News, all failed to do that. 


even humour to the point where anything more than a 'titter' 
might be raised. 

My point? Well, it makes the collection of manufacturer's house 
magazines - and I guess we can also include manufacturers of 
cars, vans, commercial bodybuilders, ancillary service providers, 
such as suppliers of tyres, hydraulic equipment, fuel and oil, 
here, as well as lorry chassis manufacturers - into something 
worth collecting.The manufacturer's house magazine really is 
the epitome of an ideal world from a single perspective, caught 
in time, using language which in itself is washed-free of easily- 
outdated slang, or'street cred'terminology. 

Like, if you're not into'em already dude, you should check'em 
out. Know what I mean? Sorry. 
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GRAEME’S LORRIES 


Graeme Oliver has had a long and varied driving career down under'and has sent us pictures of some of 
the vehicles he has owned or driven in the past. Some you'll recognise better than others... 



Above and right: The first Lorry Graeme Oliver drove was this Bedford TK 
of R & R Anderson, a transport contractor based in Dandenong in the 
suburbs of Melbourne, Victoria, seen here loaded with milk in churns 
and transporting timber. 


R egular readers will remember 
the pictures of Australian milk 
tankers we showed in the 
October 2014 issue. Graeme 
now drives a modern Volvo for 
the company, a far cry from some of the 
earlier vehicles, of which we now have 
more pictures to show you in a forthcoming 
issue, courtesy of the local Maffra Historical 
Society, down there in Victoria, Australia. We 


have also shown Graeme's pictures from an 
Australian vehicle rally, and there's more of 
them to come as well. 

Graeme has been a lorry driver in Australia 
for well over 40 years - and shows no 
signs of stopping soon, apart from the 
time he spends visiting Britain on holiday. 
Like so many drivers in the late 1960s and 
early 1970s, he started with a Bedford TK, 
collecting milk in churns and transporting 


timber, for R & R Anderson, a transport 
contractor based in Dandenong in the 
suburbs of Melbourne. 

He stayed with that company from 1967 
to the early 1970s, moving on to a readymix 
concrete company in Pakenham, a little 
further out of Melbourne in Victoria. He 
drove an International 'ACCO' (Australian 
Constructed Cab Over) forward control 
six-wheeled tipper for a time during the 



Above: In the early 1970s, Graeme drove for a readymix concrete 
company in Pakenham, a Little further out of Melbourne in 
Victoria. One of the vehicles was an International ‘ACCO’ (Australian 
Constructed Cab Over) forward control six-wheeled tipper, seen 
here being loaded by a Large Michigan 75B wheeled loader. 



Above: Graeme got into trouble with this normal control 
International, delivering timber to a customer, who was unaware of 
an area of soft ground on his Land. 
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mid-1970s. This was to be the start of 
quite a relationship between Graeme and 
International vehicles of different types. 

It wasn't so much later that Graeme was 
delivering a load of timber to be used to 
build a shed. He was asked to unload as 
close to the building site as possible. What 
neither he, nor the customer knew was that 
there was a softer area of land under the 
grass, which gave way under the weight 
of his normal control International, so the 
timber was unloaded rather suddenly. 

The International was of a type which was 
constructed in the UK for a time in the mid to 
late 1960s and came to little harm as a result 
of the roll-over. 

Not long afterwards, he took the step of 
becoming an owner-driver. One of the first 
vehicles which he owned was a Bedford KM 
six-wheeled tipper, which was fitted with 
a General Motors V653 diesel engine, not 
dissimilar to a few KM tractor units in the 
UK in the late 1970s, with a 10 speed Road 

1: An American-style Ford Louisville four- 
wheeled platform Lorry and draw-bar 
trailer, Loaded with bales of wool clippings 
at Appleton in October 1978. 

2: Around the same time as the Louisville, 
this International C Series artic unit, fitted 
with a Cummins 160 diesel, was also 
pictured with a Load of wool. 

3 : Graeme’s first Lorry as an owner driver 
was this Bedford KM six-wheeled tipper, 
fitted with a General Motors V653 diesel 
engine and a 10 speed Road Ranger 
gearbox. This also pulled a‘pup’trailer, 
which had been built using parts of 
another Lorry. 

4 : A Ford D1000 artic, with which Graeme 
transported hay from his own area to 
the east of Melbourne, to Streatham in 
western Victoria to help feed Livestock 
after a drought. 
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Ranger gearbox. This also pulled a'pup' 
trailer, which had been built using parts of 
another lorry. 

In 1977, Graeme was involved in the 
movement of considerable quantities of hay, 
from his own area to Streatham in the west 
of the state of Victoria, where a drought had 
hit the harvest, but animals still needed to be 
fed. He used a Ford D1000 Series artic, which 
he was not so keen on at the time. 

By 1978, Graeme was driving an American- 
style Ford'Louisville'bonnetted four-wheeler, 
with which he pulled a draw-bar trailer on 
longer distance work. A lot of this involved 
moving bales of wool, which he also carried 
on an International C Series artic, fitted with 
a Cummins 160 diesel engine. 

With a friend and business associate, 
Graeme bought an old LAD-cabbed Leyland 
six-wheeler, which they planned to refurbish 
to undertake some local work for a particular 
customer. Like so many plans, this one didn't 
come to fruition and Graeme wonders if 
the Leyland is still around and has been 
restored... 

In 1980, Graeme was using another ACCO 
six-wheeled tipper, fitted with a Cummins 
V8 903 engine and 15-speed Road Ranger 
gearbox. Long distance work was to follow, 
with another International, this time an 
American-style bonnetted six-wheeled artic 
unit. Graeme regularly drove this vehicle 
between his home in Yinnar, not far to the 
east of Melbourne, as far as Brisbane in 
Queensland, a trip of 2,000 km, or 1,200 miles 
each way. 

Even more American-looking was a 
1989 International Transtar, powrred by a 
Cummins 365 diesel, with which Graeme 
pulled a 45 ft curtain-sider, as a sub¬ 
contractor for the Toll Group, still a major 
force in transport in the Pacific region. 

These days, Graeme spends most of the 
year driving milk tankers for the Murray 
Goulburn Co-operative, based in Maffra, still 




1: A Leyland LAD-cabbed six-wheeler, which Graeme and a business partner intended to 
refurbish for Local work, which ended up not happening. Where is it now, he wonders...? 

2 : Another vehicle ripe for restoration was this Thornycroft Amazon chassis-cab, which Graem 
photographed when delivering to a customer in 1979. 

3 : In 1980, Graeme was using another ACCO six-wheeled tipper, fitted with a Cummins V8 903 
engine and 15-speed Road Ranger gearbox. 
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Above and right: Graeme Oliver was also involved in Long distance work. 

In 1982, his International American-style bonnetted six-wheeled artic is 
seen at MorweLL, Victoria, loaded with paper for the 2,000 Kilometre (1,200 
miles) trip to Brisbane in Queensland. His daughter, Carissa, is seen saying 
goodbye to Dad before he Leaves. The car was a 1976 Holden GTS. 


Left: Even more American-Looking was a 
1989 International Transtar, powered by a 
Cummins 365 diesel, with which Graeme 
pulled a 45 ft curtain-sider, as a sub¬ 
contractor for the Toll Group, still a major 
force in transport in the Pacific region. 

Below left: These days, Graeme drives a 
Volvo with one or two tank trailers Like 
this, known as a ‘B Double’, collecting as 
much as 42,500 Litres (9,500 gallons) of 
milk each night, from farms with as many 
as 1,300 cows... 



in state of Victoria, to the east of Melbourne. 
During the Australian winter, when the 
cows move north, he switches to moving 
vegetables to the Sydney area, when he 
isn't coming to visit relatives here in the UK, 
as well as the Classic Commercial Show at 
Gaydon. 

It is interesting to note both the similarities 
and differences between road transport in 
Australia and the UK. While it's not all road 
trains across the desert'down-under', as we 
often led to believe, but bigger vehicles 
and longer distances do call for a different 
approach in many cases. 




www.roadscene.com 


November 15 31 


























HAULIERS FROM HULL 
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Loaded and ready to leave Hunter’s depot is this TS3 diesel-powered Commer OX, SAT 267 (Kingston upon Hull, 1954-5), fleet no 66. It’s a shame we 
can’t see the attractive-Looking Livery in colour, with what was probably a red band around the cab and the company logo on the cab of a huntsman 
jumping a fence on his horse. The neat Load of barrels or drums has been nicely-sheeted and roped. Just visible behind, inside the building, is what 
was probably a Commer 25 cwt van. (CHC aar533) 


Mike Forbes has selected some pictures from the Hodge 'Stilltime'archive showing the vehicles of companies 

operating from this major port50-60years ago. 


W hen we think of Kingston 
upon Hull, like Grimsby 
across the Humber 
estuary, the first thing that 
comes to many peoples' 
minds is its history as a major deep-sea 
fishing port or a ferry port, with connections 
to Holland. But there were extensive docks 
for import and export of goods. Like the 
fishing, these suffered a decline from the 
1960s onward, though some are still in use. 
The city also had considerable industrial 


activity although, in line with the fishing and 
docks, it was in recession up to recent years, 
with Hull gaining a bit of a reputation as a 
run-down place. Luckily, that situation seems 
to be changing now, though there might never 
be a return to the'good old days'when these 
pictures were taken. 

We will look at the road transport around the 
fishing docks in a future issue, but here we are 
concentrating on some names from the past 
which operated from Hull. We have pictures 
of the vehicles of Hunters of Hull, the Reader 


Group, remembered with a preserved Leyland 
Octopus, Hull & Glasgow Road Carriers, plus 
Robertson Dale, Reeds Transport and Key 
Warehousing and Transport Co Ltd. 

All these names are long-gone, some like 
the Reader Group, better remembered thanks 
to the Leyland Octopus preserved in the 
livery, while the others are probably now only 
remembered by those who worked for them 
or had dealings with them. If you can add any 
information about any of these companies, 
please let us know... 
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Above: It Looks as if the driver of this Bedford OSS,artic unit is attaching the ScammeLL auto-coupling trailer, Loaded with reels of paper. The cab of the 
Bedford, DRN 7 (Preston, 1950), fleet no 88, although probably second-hand - perhaps when some British Road Services vehicles were sold off - Looks 
as if it has been well cared-for, showing off that nice Livery. Another ScammeLL coupling trailer and a fifth-wheel equipped trailer are also standing in 
the Loading bay, with what might be bales of wool and more reels of paper, while that service van appears again on the right. 


Above: It Looks as though crates containing Large bottles of pickled onions are being Loaded onto Commer OX diesel, UAT 947, fleet no 74, of 1955-6, 
at the Loading bank in the depot. Note that the crates are being hand-balled off a pallet onto the deck of the vehicle. It took a while before the full 
potential of using pallets was realised. (CHC aar534) 
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This evocative shot in one of Hull’s docks, features a later model Bedford in the 
Hunter’s fleet, with the driver dealing with the sheet. The 1954-5 registered ‘S’ 
Type, with a Scammell coupling trailer, SAT 525, fleet no 67, has a Leyland badge 
above the later-style grille which has been fitted, showing that these pictures 
were most likely taken in the late 1950s. The cranes, although idle, add to the 
scene, as well as the barrels in the foreground. (CHC aar536) 
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Right: Moving on to a series of pictures of 
vehicles in the Reader Group fleet, here 
we have three of them beside a somewhat 
dilapidated-looking No 5 warehouse, between 
the dockside cranes and railway Lines. Being 
loaded with boxes of oranges is LeyLand 
Comet platform Lorry, XRH 106 (Hull, 1957), 
fleet no 106 in the main Reader Bros Ltd 
fleet. It carries a headboard promoting the 
company’s ‘HuLL-Liverpool Daily Service’, while 
the side raves offer a ‘Hull & West Riding Daily 
Service’. Behind the LeyLand are two of Reader 
Bros’ Bedford OSS artics, with ScammeLL 
platform trailers, including JAT 685 (Hull 1947), 
with a neatly roped and sheeted Load. There 
is also an unidentified Austin 25 cwt dropside, 
based on the ‘Three-way van’.(CHC aat867) 


Above: Showing how operators had their own 
workshops for both major and minor repairs in those 
days. An earlier petrol-engined Commer OX, KRH 318 of 
1949, fleet no 43, is receiving attention with the Lower 
grille removed. The cab is showing signs of wear, as 
well as details of the company’s Hull and Manchester 
depots. In the background, a mechanic is working on 
an engine, probably removed from the cab-Less chassis 
behind the Commer, with the 1957 Hull registration, 
WRH 173, on what Looks Like a Bedford S front bumper... 
(CHC aar537) 


Above: Another Commer, TRH 191 (Hull 1955) is Loaded 
in the depot, with moe crates of preserves from Celia 
Products (Hull) Ltd, and boxes marked ‘Poland’. More 
drums, crates and wooden cases can be seen in the 
background, emphasising that Hunter’s was a general 
haulage’business. The rear of the boss’s Jaguar MkVII 
can just be seen on the right. (CHC aar535) 
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Above: A sister Reader Bros LeyLand Comet, XRH 107, fleet no 107, was also photographed Loading boxes of oranges, harrowed from the warehouse - 
both orange boxes and iron-shod sack-barrows Like these are both memories now - against a backdrop of railway goods vans. The side rave offers a 
‘Hull & West Riding Daily Service’.(CHC aat868) 



Right: A side view of another LeyLand 
Comet, again Loading oranges at another 
warehouse, with a Norwegian freighter in the 
background.This time,‘Hull & Lancs Daily 
Service’is shown on the rave (painted brown, 
contrasting with the Light grey of the rest of 
the vehicle). The Reader Group offered quite 
a range of regular runs to and from Hull for 
its customers. (CHC aat866) 


r 

Right: Yet more oranges, at possibly another 
warehouse, but still with the cobbles and railway 
tracks, this time going onto the trailer of another 
Reader Bros Bedford OSS, HRH 627 of 1946, as 
well as another Reader Group vehicle, a Guy Otter 
Diesel, MKH 108 (Hull, 1951), no 91 in the fleet 
of Metcalf & Co (Hull) Ltd. This has a headboard 
showing ‘Hull-Newcastle Service’, with ‘Hull & 
North East Daily Service’on the side rave. Another 
operator’s Lorry is being Loaded at another door 
in the background. The different ways of stacking 
the orage boxes on the vehicles is noticeable, 
while they are stored on end in the warehouses. 
(CHC aat865) 
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This glass-plate negative is rather damaged, but it shows six Reader Group vehicles, queuing up on the dockside in classic style. There are at least three 
Dodge 100 Series, including an artic, fleet no 100 in the middle, with fleet no 71, SKH 771 of 1955, in front, plus two Leyland Comets, judging from the rear 
hub to be seen on the right, including fleet no 104, which carries the associated Maddox & Marlow fleetname. The Leylands have‘sack-lifters’fitted at the 
rear, while the two furthest vehicles are part-loaded with nets of what look like brussels sprouts. (CHC aat864) 



Left: Avery atmospheris shot atone of the 
Hull docks, with an artic of Robertson Dale 
Transport Co, of Great Union Street, Hull, 
being Loaded with barrels, surrounded by 
an amazing amount of clutter, skips, bikes, 
a Villiers-powered James motor-cycle, 
ropes and shackles. The barrels are marked 
‘Saudamet Ferromangenese’, not perhaps 
what you might expect to find in barrels. On 
the Left, a BMC FFK is trying to get into the 
picture, while a Leyland with the LAD cab is 
doing the same on the right. (CHC abb655) 


Right: The Robertson Dale artic is Loaded 
nowand parked on the quayside to be 
sheeted and roped, revealing itself as an 
Albion Chieftain, YAT147 (Hull, 1958), with a 
stylish cab with wrap-around screens, and a 
ScammeLL coupling trailer.The cars glimpsed 
behind include a Renault Dauphine, 3979 KH. 
(CHC abb658) 
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Above: In this garage view is a Seddon Mk 5L being worked on, with one of 
the mechanics using a grease gun. ODE 554 (Pembroke, 1951) was probably 
bought second-hand, but the local 1956 registration, URH 505, on the Albion in 
the background suggests this would have been bought new. It doesn’t look as 
if it is fitted with a body, suggesting major work, while the sad-looking Karrier 
Bantam in between might have been disused, so the trailer seen on the next 
page might have been acting as an extra loading bank... (CHC abb647) 


Above: Another Seddon of Hull & Glasgow Carriers, 3978 KH (Hull, 1959), 
a Mk 14 with the later style of cab, loads at the docks, with some small 
barrels and Long packing cases. Behind is an AEC Mammoth Major 8 Mk III 
with tin front, of Davis Bros, which is being loaded with tyres. (CHC abb649) 
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W&m HOUSE 




Here we have a busy scene outside the depot in Clarence Street, called ‘Transport House’, of Hull 
& Glasgow Road Carriers Ltd. The company ran nightly trunk services between the two cities, with 
a Glasgow office in Kennedy Street, using a varied fleet of four-wheelers, by the look of it. Taking 
centre stage, while the driver checks his ropes, is a Seddon Mk 15,XKH 33 (Hull, late 1957), with a 
similar vehicle glimpsed in the garage at the rear. Also Loaded, ready to go, with a huge wooden 
crate marked ‘SAS’ on top of some sheeted barrels, is an Albion FT37 Chieftain, OWW169 (West 
Riding, 1955), and a Seddon Mk 5L, RAT 563 (Hull, 1954), with a rather battered front bumper. Also 
showing damage to its bumper, on the Left is Late 1958 Bedford CAvan, 2823 KH, with a 
Standard Vanguard and Morris 12 behind. (CHC abb646) 




Above: An earlier shot inside the‘Transport House’warehouse shows 
Albion OWW 169 being loaded with those barrels.There is quite a varied 
assortment of goods waiting to be Loaded on the vehicles. (CHC abb650) 


Above: In this shot from the opposite direction, we see a Commer OX diesel, 
with the Later style of‘wrap-around’front trim on the cab, being Loaded 
with wooden boxes. The motor-bikes and side cars would no doubt have 
belonged to the drivers. In the foreground, we can see the other end of the 
trailer in abb650, showing the type of coupling used with Karrier Bantam 
tractor units of the time. (CHC abb652) 
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Right: A Later Commer OX, 8646 KH, from 
around 1960, is being Loaded with a 
small yard crane, with more of those 
barrels in this shot. (CHC abb656) 


Left: I’ve never seen coal in barrels 
before, or seen it Loaded on a platform 
Lorry Like this, but that’s what it Looks 
Like. In a rather Labour-intensive 
operation, the Ransomes & Rapier 
yard crane is Lifting hand-loaded skips, 
to be emptied onto the Lancashire- 
registered Commer. In the background, 
on the Left and right, we have a Dodge 
300 Series six-wheeler, 6523 KH, of Key 
Warehousing & Transport Co Ltd and a 
Sentinel of Henry Joiner Loaded with yet 
more barrels, in front of what could be 
a Bedford OL, a Bedford OSS and various 
trailers of the company, plus the rear of 
a ScammeLL Scarab’s trailer. 


Left: We don’t usually have pictures 
of people in Vintage Roadscene but, 
as well as the boss, who really hasn’t 
time for all this nonsense, this shows 
the Key Warehousing & Transport 
Co Ltd premises, with the company’s 
interesting Logo, more of those barrels 
on a couple of Lorries, a Rover 16 and 
Hillman Husky on the right and more 
interesting buildings, which might help 
to indentify the Location - any offers, or 
more information on the operators seen 
in these pictures? (CHC abb659) 
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STEVE’S LEGACY’ 


1/1/e mentioned the passing of 5 1/1/ 'Steve' Stevens-Stratten in July at the 
age of 91 a couple of issues back. Here, Mike Forbes looks back on Steve's 
contribution to transport history. 
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Vulcan Coaches 


^ r>nn li till L-U m. r- ,| l.‘f. , 
*’ ■■ ■ 'll' I k li. , - -j |. 

'ill. I J I '■ r i krl . ,, |.... 

i" VC- k 

T.l .. ^1 ,. r. Ip.'l JIA.' Ih-. 

'I *lir |i I I ll>.l 13J 

: jHi ‘-' I- la Jrl >litac a: JJdL 
"TRAlr I !>f» Si." j n *.ti iJin-ivi! 

I? iw iWA+.7 El IJ-Sj, EJ. IJ I L!-U 

i! i ■-Jlv nJkr 1-fc- FM*JCM F s-. r ,-.j 
-Fi ■ ‘’.rp 'di.-ja 
■ I L -' r -c J- ii be, nl-j 

«P|’«WI| i'VE! r-. /.LJ t r 

■ Altdil IV- 1C.XI i; -fci, Uj 1 T"/ ;l 
IKK WI I ml bfij If ..J-JL ..li , 
I:' a. h.i| j- znr ; ejrf:« 

Li - x: bti T-r-riv -r" IM-ij Wkji 
i'lii.p.cf * faifE ir-khhJ 

11^." . n^„ r- ■ CrTi I-/Jr n,!*. i 

r-jiFni.iw, vn. ■ .j, 

i-rricJ m >t/ nui, y.i.(,. , 

^.tn-Luw iMWIL. I l. «| lll r n i 

rfMWs -* I I li i>> ,-r . , |, .,,, 

it Wi n- ,■-! ..I... ii- 

■ *■' ' ' '■ IF>' 1 PT-r! -.1 |LH. -f 

J .*r A'irpcu ■.»!-. I 

> -■ .. i/iJL' , Krul lfc , 

ill*.-" < - -i: f :.r<. z* Jn i it*; 

\ -'f; 111 i El. ii.it ess iim 

i* '.‘i i.x. a : it v*. m .:ii ik Is.- 
'"■■iM -i»h .i:i:l, 

'"i ‘I:.i p-tt. ■ rn: -v 1.12! 

«r ,fti rm-.- l/i r .*.f i llvit. 
-."ifl- i 1. r.--lxr it'./ c | , n, y.l 
L*- *i«a o n ■ rtuJ f ri,. .-kimi lr , 
-air hHid i.. ,1 > - i, i*.., * « , 
■'fibv. II- Xnt It', - y*- . .lr | 

tjj iurl 

rill.. II 1-Jin ,i. ‘..it pn | Iri 
'■«««■ r I*'JI -i- i.iij 11 i«i■ 

£ ,V «. 1-1 - t, . -..Hi 

' T r " ^> 5 . 1 . lyre 1 

»i f r... -^1 Min. lr , r. . . Ij.- , -J. 

'* ■' U.! r /j-JJkn iet-jixsS 
'■ itri; ■■ ■ iFTi = - Ilii. -.j/t t . _ij. 
■ J .W atJ >.i| tv li.:.kr. a-.b si xIhi 
1 if -1 r I if i Fnwrx^T eI ih.- j.sC i.j 


■■‘M-Ttmi 1W1, HI. ruLi-l-.-K, jik 


'!t 'JWrSl! ■■’JEJ' r XI- EE BIW 
-■ S.FT1 lr/Ej ElliEl.) E :■ I PI vW -I 
-i'.-TI-iIi' yfLe- 1 - e* iv TIN. i 

l4:vn, LH’\7 . .. l r . 

ISC - Lftcxi h cm Ik w | (j VeL i , 
™.l l^:j- JU...H 1- IniaL ill il. 

IHi/ipr .-it. L rj-jli-. hi. *un .-Vui 
*r Ittk- Tj-:-' n f , TA .-v^ it .tl , 

tt rii-; Hi lt.il rll.lv .--ir r. 
rjyiirt^lr. ,,i. s ri IJ M.-I . . iv-1. 

Ixr.-j i i I pj J ..l.i . . 


Ary-^ijis ot nc VJcir 

LTocra'conhc 
nfipcsTKl In 

Ni 34 Hi.i 
iVi::Jh-rlt+i -..^:.H n khjm 


vist f.ri- MMT>&CENE 


S W 'Stevens-Stratten' was the 
founding editor of Vintage 
Roadscene, back in 1984, when 
the title was launched as a 
quarterly by publishers, Ian 
Allan. He was known by almost everybody 
as'Steve'- few people actually knew his 
real Christian name - which is how we will 
remember him. 

He was born in 1924 and always had 
a love of modelling and had articles 
published from his early 20s. After time in 
the military, he first worked in the audio 
and record press, involved with his other 
love of music, especially big bands from 
the 1940s, later working in hospital radio 
as well. 

From 1966 to 1983, he was editor of 
Ian Allan's'Model Railway Constructor' 
magazine, and was always keen that the 


road vehicles on railway layouts should 
be correct for the period modelled, and 
continued to write articles on model road 
vehicles until that magazine closed. 

As editor of Vintage Roadscene, Steve set 
high standards and was able to indulge his 
passion, writing about buses, commercial 
vehicles, fairground lorries and fire 
engines, visiting rallies, rather than model 
railway exhibitions. 

He was recognised as an expert in his 
field, and often judged classes at rallies. He 
was a member of the Historic Commercial 
Vehicle Society, and always attended the 
London to Brighton run in some capacity, 
including driving his own 1953 ex-Cheshire 
Fire Brigade Dennis fire engine. 

Steve was the author of quite a few 
books for Ian Allan on commercial vehicles, 
including some of the 'British Lorries 


Above: S W‘Steve’Stevens-Stratten, 1924- 
2015. 

Below Left: The cover of Vintage Roadscene, 
Volume 1, Number 1, for December 1984 to 
February 1985. 

Below: One of a series of articles by Steve on 
Vulcan passenger vehicle chassis, published 
buring 1993. 
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Above and Left: One of Steve’s particular interests was fairground 
transport, since many of the vehicles were older ex-military or previously 
commercial transport lorries. He published a series of articles, using his 
own photographs, like this one from June-August 2004. 



Above: A photographic spread of Steve’s pictures, commemorating 100 years of Dennis vehicles. 
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I Above: A Later selection of Steve’s rally pictures, featuring Lorries, buses, military and steam vehicles, which made a centre spread in the December 
2004-February 2005 issue. 
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Above 1: A selection of rally pictures taken 
by Steve, in one of the many articles entitled 
‘Through the Editor’s Lens’This one was 
published in the December 1998 to February 
1999 issue of’Roadscene. 

2 : After Alan Earnshaw and Transpennine 
Publishing took over’Roadscene, Steve 
continued to contribute articles, under the 
heading ‘Stratten’s Scene’, Like this one of Duple 
bodies, from November-December 2007.. 

3 : Another of Steve’s Later articles was a four- 
pager in the May-June 2007 issue, expanding on 
a London Transport Leaflet for trolleybus drivers. 


since..."series,'British Lorries in Colour' 
Trucks in Camera', and also co-author of 
'Railway Owned Commercial Vehicles'. 
Some of these titles are still regarded 
as the most definitive works available 
on their subjects. As a keen and expert 
photographer, he was able to contribute 
much to these books, as well as the 
magazine. 

When he retired from Ian Allan, Steve 


took over the publishing, as well as editing, 
of Vintage Roadscene, which he carried on 
with into his 80s, before handing the reins 
to the late Alan Earnshaw for a while. 

Here we look back at some pages of 
previous issues of'Roadscene, with 
examples of Steve's photographic 
contributions. We hope to be able to bring 
you more in the future, to ensure his legacy 
continues to lives on. 
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In a series of articles, Malcolm Wright presents at a brief history of this Sussex operator and its varied fleet over the years, 

with 100 representative photographs. 



Above: An early forerunner of things to come 
in the Sussex area was this well presented 
Brighton horse bus. (Surfleet Transport 
Photographs) 

S outhdown Motor Services Ltd 
was created on 2nd June 1915, 
following frenetic early days 
of motorbus activity along the 
Sussex coast. The new company 
was associated with the British Automobile 
Traction Company and the British Electric 
Traction Company, which had already 
acquired the Brighton and Shoreham 
Tramway. 

Its first chairman was local coaching 
entrepreneur, Walter Flaxman French, who 
had also been involved with the Sussex 
Motor Road Car Company from 1904, plying 
its trade between Worthing and Pulborough 
and Worthing to Littlehampton and Arundel. 
One of the first operators in the area was the 
Brighton, Hove and Preston United Omnibus 



M77 BR IGHTON TRAM Amlin Mn*i r Cropfe*. 


I Above: Other competition to early Southdown operations came the Brighton Tramway system. This 
tramcar is its fleet no 27. 


46 November 15 


www.roadscene.com 









































Above: An early Milnes Daimler, fitted with 
a Harrington 22 seater single-deck body in 
Worthing Motor Services livery. It served until 
1917, when the chassis was sold locally. 

Right: This Leyland N, CD 6543, dated from 
1921. It had an 044R0 (open-top 44 seat rear 
entrance, with open stairs) Dodson body. 

It was withdrawn in 1930 and sold to J Lee 
(dealer) of Rothbury, Northumberland. 


Company, which was formed way back 
in 1884, but did not operate motorbuses 
until 1903. This was followed by the already 
mentioned Sussex Motor Road Car Co and 
the Worthing Motor Omnibus Company, also 
formed in 1904, working from East Worthing 
to Tarring and West Worthing to Broadwater. 

By 1905, these two operators had joined 
forces in opposition to the United working, 
within Brighton area at first, and when no 
agreement was reached, they extended to 
Worthing. By 1908, the Sussex Motor Road 
Car Co had gone into liquidation and, in 1909, 
Worthing Motor Services was formed and 
applied for licences but was not allowed to 
pick up passengers on the Brighton side of 
Portslade. 



Worthing Corporation now restricted United 
at its end, although some agreement was 
reached by 1912. The following year, the 
company started excursions under the name 
'Sussex Tourist Coaches', but this was rather 
curtailed, as the outbreak of war in 1914 and 
requisition of vehicles by the War Department, 
meant there was only enough stock for 


regular workings. 

By early 1915, a new company was due to 
be launched as'South Coast Motor Services' 
on 1 st April, but this was was delayed and 
eventually it became'Southdown Motor 
Services', on 2nd June 1915, with an operating 
capital of £51,250. 

Southdown then gradually developed 



Above: This was a Daimler B with Harrington 32 seat charabanc 
bodywork, registered IB 708, originally with Worthing Motor Services. 
The chassis was sold to French’s Garage at Seaford in 1917. 
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Right: This Daimler Y had a Dodson 31 seat 
single-deck bus body and was new in 1919. 
Withdrawn in 1928, it passed to Wilts & 
Dorset Motor Services. 


f-mlln PHrrh, 

company was looking to try again to work into 
Portsmouth. Southdown purchased a Bognor 
coach business and started a bus service 
between Bognor and Portsmouth. Worthing 
to Bognor followed in 1919 and Worthing to 
Brighton by early 1920. To the east, expansion 
towards Eastbourne was sought, as were 
northwards extensions from both Brighton 
and Worthing to Horsham. During the 1919 
railway strike, the company operated a daily 
coach service between London and Brighton. 

Following the peace at the end of World 
War I, Sussex towns and villages began to 
see population increases, with the gradual 
electricification of the railway network 
providing growth in the towns for London 
workers. Even with the austerity at the time of 
the Depression, working on the slenderest of 
margins, the company kept afloat, with single 
deck buses even having seats removed so 
they could be put to work for local businesses, 
with goods including fish, flour, chalk and milk 
churns being carried, under the auspices of 
'parcel traffic', usually aboard near to or next 
to the driver. 


Below: Seen at Wellington Square at Hastings, 
this was a 1928 Short bodied 32 seat bus 
on a Tilling Stevens B10A2 chassis. It was 
withdrawn in 1939 and sold to auctioneers, 
Elephant & Castle Repository Company, and 
on to a showman by 1943. 


by using gas, as petrol became a scarce 
commodity. The gas was drawn from the 
town supply in Brighton and Worthing and 
stored in rubber and canvas balloons fitted 
to the roofs of the vehicles. In terms of 
infrastructure, United's contribution was No 6 
Pavilion Buildings, land between Park Street 
and Freshfield Road, stables and workshops in 
Upper St James Street and the Steyne garage 


at Worthing. From the Haulage Company, 
which was part of the French empire, came 
premises in Middle Street, Brighton and, from 
Worthing Motor Services, Southdown took 
over 23 Main Parade in Worthing and Ivy Arch 
Garage, another at Storrington and small 
offices at Newhaven and Seaford. 

By the end of 1916, a garage had been 
built at Freshfield Road. Two years later, the 



I Right: This Harrington-bodied Tilling Stevens B10B2 was UF 5840, new in 1930. It carried 30 passengers and served until 1937. On withdrawal, it passed 
fairly locally to Ash line Coaches of Tonbridge, along with sister vehicle 5842, but eventually passed to Omnia Coaches of Bromley in 1947. 
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Eventually, new premises were brought 
into service; in 1920, the Steine Street Coach 
Station, the Pier Road office in Eastbourne 
and an office in West Street, Chichester wre 
added. Littlehampton followed in 1922 and, 
by 1923, developments were taking place in 
Portsmouth in Hyde Park Road. The garage 
at Freshfield Road in Brighton had become 
outgrown soon after its opening in 1915 so, 
some 10 years later, a new garage was built in 
Edward Street, with the old one being used 
only for chassis and body maintenance. 

By 1924, regular express services were 
operated between London and Brighton. 

It was a Southdown coach which was 
the first vehicle to enter Victoria Coach 
Station, on 10th March 1932. Joint coastal 
operations with East Kent and Hants & Dorset 





fiS 




__ II " lip ‘ is 

i 4 










Above: Also new in 1930 was this LeyLand TD1 
with LeyLand H24/24R bodywork. Ceasing 
operations with Southdown in 1938, it passed 
through Glasgow dealer, MiLLburn Motors, to 
Greenock Motor Services from 1939-45, then 
on to another Glasgow dealer, Sanderson. 
(Surfleet TP). 

Left: A busy seafront view of three Southdown 
vehicles, including CD 8569, a 1924 Daimler 
with Dodson 28 seat charabanc body, 
which served until 1930, when it passed to 
dealer, Bramber Engineering Company of 
Cricklewood by 1932. Immediately behind is 
CD 7711, a 1923 Tilling Stevens TS3A, with a 
Tilling 027/24R0 body. It was also withdrawn 
in 1930, going back to Tilling Stevens at 
Maidstone, and re-sold to Tyneside Tramways 
as its No 38 and serving there for a further 
five years. 


Tilling Group sold out to the British Transport 
Commission. 


commenced in 1929, travelling between 
Bournemouth and Margate, latterly called the 
'South Coast Express'. 

Southdown's coverage spread over to the 
routes previously operated by East Surrey in 
East Grinstead and Crawley and to Heathfield. 
In 1950, the firm operated its first overseas 
tour to France and Switzerland, as well as its 
first open-top coastal services, from Brighton 
to Devil's Dyke and Eastbourne to Beachy 
Head. By 1957, Southdown entered the 
Heathfield pool agreement with Maidstone 
& District and all services became joint 
operations. 

By 1958, there were mileage agreements 
with London Transport for services in Crawley 
and, in agreement with Brighton, Hove & 
District and Brighton Corporation, for services 
established under Brighton Area Transport 
Services.The companies also signed a new 
agreement in 1961. A year later, Brighton 
Hove & District became part of the Transport 
Holdings Company, BH&D having worked as 
a nationalised company since 1948, when the 


Below: This was 1936 Burlingham-bodied 
LeyLand RLTB3 20 seater coach, CUF 319. This 
small batch was an unusual body choice 
for Southdown, supplied with glass quarter 
Lights and folding roofs from new. They 
served the company until 1952, passing 
Locally to dealer J Light of Lewes for scrap. 


In 1964, Southdown moved to a new 
Headquarters in Freshfield Road which 
also became the HQ of BH&D, when this 
company passed to Southdown, with the 
formation of the National Bus Company on 1 st 
January,1969, having been acquired itself by 
BET in 1968. 
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Right: Tramocars of Worthing operated along 
the seafront and was acquired by Southdown 
in the summer of 1938.The company’s 
vehicles were small, like an enclosed toast- 
rack with small wheels and tiller steering, 
manufactured by Shelvoke and Drewery. In 
front can be seen the rear quarter of T16, 
which was delivered direct to Southdown, 
having been ordered by Tramocars. Its 
registration number was FCD16 and it had 
Harrington B26C bodywork. Behind is Til, 
registered PO 9665, a 1934 example with 
B26R bodywork. T16 was withdrawn in 1942 
and sold to W Bengry of Leominster, then 
became a private caravan by 1952, whereas 
Til went at the same time to Worthington 
Motor Tours of Stafford. 



WEST RLY STATION 
PL A2A PIER 



Above: This Leyland TD3 with Short H26/24R body was built in 1934 and originally fitted with a 
folding roof, but was rebuilt by Willowbrook in 1944. It was withdrawn in 1953 and became a shed 
Located at Wannock near to Eastbourne. 


1: Leyland TD4c, CCD 949, was new in 1936 with 
a Beadle H26/26R bodywork, it received its 
second East Lancs body to H28/26R in 1950. As 
fleet no 149, it was Loaned to Gosport & Fareham 
Omnibus Company for the second half of 1957, 
before being withdrawn by 1960. It subsequently 
passed to dealer F Cowley of Salford, then to a 
Stockport contractor and eventually another 
dealer for scrap by the end of 1960. 

2 : Park Royal L26/26R Lowbridge bodied Leyland 
TD5, EUF171, dated from 1938, and in 1947 
received a new East Lancs H26/26R body.This bus 
served until 1961, when it passed to Eastbourne 
Corporation and on to Wheatley of Newhaven 
before scrapping at Ringmer by December 1963. 
(Surfleet Transport Photographs) 

3: Also new in 1938 was another Leyland TD5, 

EUF 196, with a Beadle L26/26R body. It was 
withdrawn by 1956 and sold to Hutfield of 
Gosport, in whose Livery it is seen here. By 1966, 
it had been sold to a dealer, TPE of Macclesfield, 
after having platform doors fitted by Hutfield 
and re-sold as shown below. (Surfleet Transport 
Photographs) 

4: In the Livery of its final owners, Southgate 
Venture Scouts, EUF 196 was still being used in 
the early 1970s, having been painted blue and 
white. (Norman Hamshere) 
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Right: New at the outbreak of World War II 
in 1939 was FCD 517, a Leyland TD5 with 
Lowbridge L26/26R bodywork from Park 
Royal. Numbered 217 in the Southdown fleet, 
it was re-bodied, again by Park Royal in 1949, 
serving until 1961 and on to F Cowley of 
Salford. 

Below: GUF 126 was a wartime NCME-bodied 
Guy Arab II with Gardner 6LW, which was 
rebuilt by Southdown, with side screens and 
front vents removed and converted from 
H30/26R to H28/26R. Its final conversion to 
open top was effected in April 1959. It was 
sold in 1964, again to F Cowley of Salford. 


Left: Showing the highbridge version of the Park Royal bodied Leyland TD5 
is EUF 204, also dating from 1938. Sister vehicle EUF 205 attained fame 
by being blown off the Old Shoreham Toll Bridge in December 1948 and 
receiving a new body. Bus 204 was withdrawn in 1961, passing to Brighton 
Corporation for a time and was Later observed at HazeLLs Autos in Brighton 
by August 1962 and then in a yard at Lindfield by the end of that year. 



Above: Also new in 1944 was this Park Royal bodied Guy Arab, GUF 68, which was converted to open 
top in April 1952, in which guise it served for a further seven years, before being sold to a dealer 
and on to J Light in Lewes for scrap by May 1959. 


As far as the fleet was concerned, 
Southdown opened on 1 st April 1915 with 
15 vehicles from Worthing Motor Services 
Ltd, eight vehicles from Brighton, Hove & 
Preston United Omnibus Co and a further 
eight from London & South Coast Haulage Co. 
In addition, three vehicles followed in 1915, 
from A Davies of Bognor, as well as a further 
five from mixed sources. Over the next 12 
years, a further 116 vehicles appeared in the 
fleet, from such operators as Cleveland Motor 
Services, Thomas Tilling, Brighton, Crosville, 
White Heather, Royal Blue, Southsea Tourist 
Company and Birmingham City Transport, 
among many others. 

In 1932, stock appeared from Tilling Stevens 
at Maidstone, the Southern Railway and 44 
from Chapman & Sons of Eastbourne, plus six 
from Thames Valley Traction Co of Reading. 

In 1950, a batch of 25 vehicles came from 
Yorkshire Woollen District and, of course, in 
January 1969 the entire fleet of Brighton, 

Hove & District Omnibus Co of Hove. 

Makes of vehicles acquired in the early days 
included Milnes-Daimlers, Clarkson steam 
buses, Daimler/Brush, Daimler/Dodson, 
Straker Squire/Dodson, Tilling Stevens/ 
Newman, Scout/Dodson and Thomas TS3/ 
Tilling among many other interesting types, 
some of which are shown in these nostalgic 
photographs in the articles. However, 
Southdown remained faithful to Leyland as its 
main supplier of new vehicle chassis for most 
of its existence, in spite of various batches 
of other makes form time to time, usually 
acquired for specific services. 
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THE 1980S 





Above: South Eastern Electricity Board, or Seeboard as it was known, introduced Ford Cargo 1617 rigids with Crane Fruehauf trailers, fitted with 
Ackermann Fruehauf LG2 draw-bars, to carry four 12 ft Long demountable box bodies within an 18 metre overall Length for its distribution in 
the mid-1980s. 


Mike Forbes looks back through his notes and pictures from the 1980s, when demounts 

were the 'in' thing for many companies. 


B ack in the May issue, we looked 
at some different demountable 
body systems which a number 
of operators were showing off to 
Commercial Motor 20 years or 
so previously. I said then that we would look 
at some later pictures, just showing there's 
nothing new... 

When I was writing features for Motor 
Transport in the mid-1980s, I went to see 
several operators who were changing to 
demountables, with a view to save waiting 
time or handling at one or other or both 
ends of the delivery cycle. 

On the one hand, it seemed to take ages 
for the transport industry to take advantage 
of the savings to be made by using pallets 
and fork-lifts, while on the other, the ISO 
container really did revolutionise the 
transport of so many goods around the 
world. 

In between, demounts, or swap-bodies - 
call them what you will - seem to have gone 
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in and out of fashion repeatedly. On the face 
of it, the idea of leaving a body to be loaded, 
while another is delivered and maybe left to 
be unloaded, while the lorry makes another 
run, makes a lot of sense. The railways 
successfully used small artics in much the 
same way for many years. 

Using a box body in this way saves 
handling, avoids potential damage or 
pilferage in some cases - with a bit of 
organisation, there are lots of advantages 
to be gained. We have pictures here of 
three different operators who were taking 
advantage of demountable bodies in 1984- 
5 and an interesting demonstration by a 
manufacturer trying to break into the UK 
market. 

I have found the October 18,1984 issue 
of Motor Transport with the story about 
South Eastern Electricity Board's'pioneering 
use of close-coupled draw-bar outfits with 
demountable bodies for its distribution'. 
Seeboard was introducing Ford Cargo 1617 
rigids with Crane Fruehauf trailers, fitted 
with Ackermann Fruehauf LG2 draw-bars, 
to carry four 12 ft long demountable box 
bodies within an 18 metre overall length. 

This maximised the volume of'white 
goods', washing machines, fridges and so on, 
which could be carried within the then legal 
length, although rarely grossing over 22 
tonnes.The demountables were loaded with 
customers' orders at the Tunbridge Wells 
warehouse and taken to 12 distribution 
points around South-east England, between 
Guildford in the west to Hythe in the east, 
Teddington in the north to Hove in the 



Above: Deliveries of the contents of each box were made from 12 distribution points around 
south-east England using Ford Cargo 0811 vehicles, fitted with the same Abel air-operated 
demount systems, with Ratcliff tail-lifts and sleeper cabs, to carry all the equipment for 
installing the appliances. 

Below: The six draw-bar outfits replaced 14 Leyland Mastiff 26 tonne artics for the trunk 
movements, which were fitted with the same Perkins 540 V8 engines, used with step-frame 
box trailers. 


south, where they would be left standing on 
their legs. 

Warehousing and intermediate handling 
were done away with and closing the district 
stores saved money and avoided damage 
from double handling. 

The appliances were delivered to 
Tunbridge Wells by the manufacturers. 
Orders at the 77 Seeboard shops (remember 
the electricity and gas board shops? 

Those were the days...) were linked to the 
warehouse by computer. 

From the distribution points, to deliver to 
the customers. Ford Cargo 0811 vehicles 
were used, fitted with the same Abel air¬ 


operated demount systems, with Ratcliff 
tail-lifts and sleeper cabs, to carry all the 
equipment for installing the appliances. 

The demount boxes weighed 3 tonnes, but 
the load was only around 2 tonnes. The 
high unladen weight was because the box 
underframes had to be fitted for fork-lift 
loading at Tunbridge Wells, where they had 
to be loaded at ground level. 

There were 100 bodies, built by United 
Bodybuilders of Rushden, Northants, 43 local 
delivery vehicles and six draw-bar units. Shift 
working meant these replaced 14 artics on 
the trunk work. The 1617 Cargos had Perkins 
V8 540 diesels, like the 13 year old Leyland 























Above: New DFS, as it was known then, 
used Ford Cargo 0813 7.5-tonners, Like 
B908 TNB, fitted with demount Luton 
bodies, to distribute its sofas to shops in 
the 1980s. 

Below: The demount bodies could be 
Loaded at the warehouse in Parley Dale, 
while the vehicles were out delivering 
sofas with another box. 


Mastiff 26 tonne artic units they replaced. 

These days, you're probably about as fed 
up with the repeated adverts on the telly 
for sofas and other furniture. New DFS, as it 
was known then, was one of the companies 
quick off the mark in the new sofa business 
back in 1984. As well as what was seen at the 
time as something of a revolution in home 
furnishing,'buy now, pay later';'have it in 
time for Christmas'and so on, New DFS used 
a fleet of demountable box vans to deliver its 
products to furniture shops. 

Based in Darley Dale, on the A6 in 
Derbyshire, the company loaded the sofas 
into the bodies which stood on their legs 
at the warehouse loading bank, while the 
Ford Cargo 0813 chassis-cabs delivered sofas 
in bodies which had been pre-loaded the 
previous day. This saved the vehicle standing 
while loading took place. When I visited 
with the demount manufacturer's man, 
everybody seemed to be very pleased with 
the system. 

A rather different demount system was 
being introduced in the mid-1980s by SGB 
Scaffolding, using roll on-off equipment. 

This is more commonly used for rubbish 
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Right: SGB Scaffolding, based in Mitcham, 
introduced roll on-off demountables, to 
replace short artic trailers, to be Left on 
site to be unloaded. 


containers, but some fire services and other 
organisations find leaving a body full of 
equipment at ground level better than 
unloading it from a vehicle and maybe 
needing to store it in a shed or wherever. 

SGB had been using short artic trailers to 
deliver its scaffolding to sites around London 
from its Mitcham base, often leaving the 
trailer on site to be unloaded, while the unit 
went off on another job. This seems to have 
been considered less than successful, for 
some reason, so the company was trying the 
roll on-off system, pre-loading the bodies in 
the yard and leaving them to be unloaded 
on site. 

One can only think that this was no more 
successful than the artics, since you rarely 
see vehicles like this in action these days, it's 









ir 
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Above: SGB stayed with Bedford, with TLs Like WGJ 852W replacing the TKs used previously. 
Note the Bedford CF pick-up in the background. 
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usually just non-HGV platform vehicles - or 
maybe it's different in cities like London? 

I also went to a demonstration of the 
Kalmar Lagab demount system from 
Sweden, which a company called Stokvis 
was bringing over to the UK, to challenge 
Abel and the other market-leading 
manufacturers of demountables.The Kalmar 
name will be familiar as the maker of huge 
container-handling cranes, but its demount 
system didn't seem to have made much of a 
mark in the UK market. 

Fitted on a UK-registered Volvo F7 rigid 
and draw-bar trailer, the system was 
demonstrated in a Surrey hotel car park by 
a very skilled driver. Reversing the lorry and 
trailer accurately under the bodies standing 
on their legs was quite a difficult job, 
which he did extremely well. The imported 
equipment probably cost more than the 
British-built systems, which had already 
made an impact with potential operators. 

Some companies still use demountable 
bodies for their distribution, but they 


jams 70&Z, 


Below and right: The Volvo F7 demonstrator, 
A54TOU, was fitted with Kalmar Lagab 
demountable equipment. 


Kalmar 
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Top: The demonstration driver was very 
skilled, and seemed to effortlessly back 
the Lorry and trailer under the bodies 
standing in-line on their Legs. 

Above: The complete vehicle ready to go. 
The company did not enjoy the success in 
the UK market which the established Local 
manufacturers did. 


seem to have fallen out of favour, probably 
because of the rise of the growth of 
supermarkets and other large stores, which 
are supplied in bulk on roll-pallets and such, 
from'regional distribution centre'or RDCs. 

In many cases, the opportunities to make 
savings by using demounts are only at the 
operator's loading bank, as they can't leave 
the bodies to be unloaded in many places. 
Still, who knows, such systems might be 
poised to make another come-back any time 
soon... 
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Walsall 100 


John Seale reports from the 
event at the Transport Museum, 
Wythall in May to mark 100 
years of buses in Walsall. 



alsall Corporation Tramways 
commenced motor bus 
operations during the first 
year of what would become 
known as the Great War in 


May 1915. 

The corporation was already an established 
tramcar operator but was keen to establish 
routes outside of the town and the motorbus was 
the means to do this in the most economical way. 
Later in the war, the extensive network of routes 
already established by the London & North 
Western Railway was taken over. 

Trolleybuses were introduced in 1931 in 
small numbers, but the heyday of Walsall 
Corporation Transport, as it had become, is 
fondly remembered as the years between 
1952 and 1969, which was the time when the 
enigmatic Ronald Edgley Cox was General 
Manager.Trolleybus operations were significantly 
expanded, with new and second hand vehicles 
being added to the fleet. New routes were 
established as late as the early 1960s, when 
elsewhere the trolleybus was in rapid decline. 

A tradition of buying 'one off'vehicles and 
exhibiting them at the bi-annual Commercial 
Vehicle Show at Earls Court, London, was 
established. Edgley Cox was being seen as 
very much the industry's innovator. This lack of 
standardisation must have been a'headache'for 
his maintenance staff. However, standardisation 
started with the introduction of the Dennis Loline 


II in the late 1950s and the unusual short length 
Daimler Fleetlines from 1962, until the end of 
Walsall Corporation's operations in 1969, when 
they were incorporated into the newly formed 
West Midlands PTE, Edgley Cox becoming its first 
Chief Engineer. 

The Wythall museum wanted to celebrate the 
centenary and the man in style and the event 
did both proud. Enthusiasts usually concentrated 


their interest on the trolleybus fleet and in 
preservation the motor bus fleet tended to be 
ignored. However, the Trustees at Wythall, back 
in the 1970s and 1980s, were aware of this and 
did their best, despite limited financial resources, 
to provide a representative collection for future 
generations to appreciate. 

Therefore the museum can boast four Walsall 
motorbuses in its collection, the most on display 
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anywhere. The oldest are two very different 
Leylands that represent the first order placed 
by Edgley Cox when he arrived at Walsall. These 
are a rare Royal Tiger PSU1/13 Park Royal service 
bus, an unusual choice for a municipal bus 
and an extremely handsome C H Roe-bodied 
full-fronted Titan PD2/12, intended for the long 
Dudley-Walsall-Stafford service jointly operated 
with Midland'Red'. This bus has been progressing 
steadily in its restoration and, when completed, 
will be another'star'among the galaxy of buses 
based atWythall. 

The newest pair are both Daimlers and 
represent the end of the Edgley Cox and 
corporation era. The first is one of two surviving 
short 28 ft 6 in Fleetlines, which dates from 
1969, and was so familiar in the latter days of the 
operator.The other Daimler is the unique CRC6- 
36, which was developed for the South African 
market and described in my Earls Court article in 
VR186. This dates from 1968. 

Both of these are owned by WythallTrustee and 
Chairman Dave Taylor. The short Fleetline was 
a relatively straightforward restoration but the 
CRC6-36 has taken over a quarter of a century to 
complete, a credit to Dave and his determination 
to restore this very complex vehicle. His hard 



work was rewarded on the second day of the 
event, with both buses carrying passengers, the 
CRC6-36's debut since restoration.The museum's 
collections manager and Trustee Malcolm Keeley 
commented that the 86 seat CRC6-36 moved the 
crowds like a train! 

The museum was able to replicate the 
unique atmosphere of Walsall in the last year of 
corporation operation by supporting the four 


Walsall buses with its Wolverhampton Daimler 
Roadliner SRC6, new in 1967, and the surviving 
Midland 'Red' D10 underfloor-engine double- 
decker, built in 1960 which, with its sister, was 
based at Stafford garage and was a regular on 
the joint Stafford-Walsall-Dudley service. Both of 
these could be seen operating in Walsall at that 
time. 

As an extra treat, the museum arranged for 
both the CRC6-36 and the Roadliner to have 
what was described a 'rattle off'. Each are fitted 
with examples of the rare Cummins V6-200 
engine, which was the first type from that now 
well-established brand to be fitted into UK built 
bus chassis. The V6 was compact and powerful 
but not known for reliability in a bus application. 

The museum prides itself on the number of 
different engine types which can be heard on its 
operating days and this was certainly a first, with 
two V6-200 engines competing for which was 
the noisiest. The Roadliner won the 'rattle off' by a 
good margin. 

On the second day of the event, TV celebrity 
'Fuzz'Townshend from Channel 4's'Car SOS' 
attended and lucky visitors entered into a 
competition to meet him and travel on the short 
Walsall Fleetline driven by him.'Fuzz'owns the 
other former Walsall Fleetline in preservation, 
which is being restored to its West Midlands PTE 
condition. He is a former WMPTE apprentice and 
learned his skills there. 

The museum is always resourceful on these 
occasions and had a Birmingham Guy Arab of 
the type transferred to Walsall to replace the 
trolleybuses decked out with a Walsall trolleybus 
destination blind, to recall the early changes 
brought about by the West Midlands PTE, when 
these 20 year old veterans were drafted in to 
replace much newer vehicles, thanks to the 
higher standards of maintenance applied to the 
Birmingham fleet. 

This event was well attended and gave visitors 
some real treats that you cannot experience 
anywhere else. 
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Keith Baldwin headed up the M6 to the Cumbrian Steam Gathering in July for a pleasant day out. There was a 
wide range of attractions, including a funfair, with vehicles from the humble push-bike to mighty steam engines, 
and a lot more besides, including plenty of interesting commercials. 




Above: A1972 ERF 66G six-wheeler, nicely restored in the Livery of 
Associated Lead. 


I Above: This Atkinson ‘Black Knight’ eight-wheeler from 1966 Looks 
splendid in the attractive Livery of ThirlwaLL of Carlisle. 




I Above: This 1958 Morris-commercial LC5 Looks extremely smart in j Above: An interesting ex-military vehicle, restored to its original 

the Livery of a scrap metal merchant based in Workington. condition, is this 1941 Crossley ILG-8. 




Above: ...As has this 1933 Sentinel S6, offering a comparison in cab 
styles with the earlier vehicle, as well as between the six and eight- 
wheelers. 
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Trans-Pennine 



Right: A Foden S21-cabbed 
eight-wheeler, in the livery of D 
A Pyrah, of Cleckheaton, pulled 
a draw-bar trailer, loaded with 
a Massey Ferguson tractor. 

(Roy Dodsworth) 
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Above: A Foden eight-wheeler, with a two-stroke 
engine and S20 cab, restored as a bulk grain 
tipper in the livery of Kenneth Wilson of Leeds. 
(Roy Dodsworth) 


Left: This forward-entrance open-top Leyland 
Titan PD2, originally in the fleet of Southport 
Corporation, whose colours it carries, is part of 
the collection of the late William Hunter, who 
was a great supporter of this event. 

(Roy Dodsworth) 


Roy Dodsworth, Keith Baldwin 
and Andy Taylor report from the 
Trans-Pennine Run held, as usual, 
on the first Sunday in August. 

I t was a dull start to the day, but this did 
not dampen the spirits of the participants, 
the organisers, including Roy, or the 
spectators, including Keith and Andy, who 
managed to get some good photographs 
of the vehicles taking part. The run, organised 
by members of the Historic Commercial Vehicle 
Society, always attracts a good entry of old 
vehicles - this year over 140 - which start at 
Lymm, Cheshire and travel over the Pennines, 
to the finish at Harrogate. 









































Above and right: This 1997 Volvo FL10 tractor unit completed the run 
with a low-loader, carrying a well-worn half-cab Foden dump truck. 
(Roy Dodsworth) 



1: A Leyland PH2 5-tonner, new as KE 9677 to 
Maidstone & District as a single-deck bus, 
re-registered in 1928 as UV 6025 and now 
owned by Ken Longthorne. (Roy Dodsworth) 


2: Even older, with a similar history is Ken 
Longthorne’s 1918 ex-War Department 
Daimler, re-registered as DM 3161 in 1928 
with a flat body, but found derelict in Wales 
with the remains of a bus or charabanc body. 
(Roy Dodsworth) 


3: This Land Rover Series I was new to a 
Co-op dairy and used as a recovery vehicle. 

It has recently received new paintwork and a 
cover over the pick-up body. (Roy Dodsworth) 
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Above right 1: SW140 is a LeyLand Badger tractor unit, of which the restoration was completed this year, in the base colour in which these vehicles 
were delivered, coupled to a four-in-line platform trailer in Irish Roadways Livery, another from the William Hunter Collection. (Andy Taylor) 

Above right 2: Apparently an ex-police vehicle, this LeyLand Sherpa pick-up from the late 1970s is now a rare sight. (Keith Baldwin) 



Above: There were two Atkinson ‘Black Knight’ eight-wheelers in the 
livery of Holt Lane Transport taking part, seen with a Borderer artic at 
the start of the run. (Andy Taylor) 

www.roadscene.com 



Above: A Thames Trader tipper, restored in B & TS Bulders Merchants 
livery, seen leaving Lymm. (Keith Baldwin) 



Above: An AEC Mercury tractor unit, now in the livery of R Tinker. 
(Keith Baldwin) 
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WHERE'S SHARAWRAH? 

- A TRUCK DRIVER'S ADVENTURE 
ACROSS THE ARABIAN DESERT 

BY GORDON PEARCE 

OLD POND/5M PUBLISHING LTD 

BENCHMARK HOUSE 

8 SMITHY WOOD DRIVE 

SHEFFIELD 

S35 1QN 

WWW.5MPUBLISHING.COM 
ISBN: 978-1-910456-00-2 
£14.95 


Author Gordon Pearce was one of those 
who drove lorry drivers to the Middle East 
from the late 1960s onwards. After a few 
years in Europe, in 1978, he went to work 
for White Trux, based in Jeddah, Saudi 
Arabia. After a few trips, he took on a job, 
delivering three trailer loads of equipment 
to an isolated airfield at Sharawrah, a dot on 
the map, 300 Km across the desert from the 
nearest road.This book is basically about 
how he accomplished that. 

With the help of some local Bedouins, 
a lot of hard work - not to mention a 
little luck - he completed the job, taking 


nearly two months, much of 
the time waiting for permits 
and his guides to show up. His 
resourcefulness in finding ways 
of getting round the many 
problems he encountered, 
finding his way around 
problems, getting across 
the desert, acquiring food, 
water and diesel, and just 
keeping going in a strange 
and sometimes dangerous 
environment. At least he had 
a reliable Mercedes truck, but 
you can't help admiring Gordon 
for carrying on in the heat and 
overcoming all the difficulties. 

This paperback book is 
written in an easy style, 
complete with pictures taken 
on the trip(s). We've had several 
books on road transport to and 
within the Middle East, but I 
found this one difficult to put 
down. 




The 

Leyland Atlantean 


NU? lAl.Qlfl 80 An 


c 

THE LEYLAND ATLANTEAN by gavin booth 

cr£cy publishing ltd, ia ringway trading estate, shadowmoss 

ROAD, MANCHESTER, M22 5LH. WWW.CRECY.CO.UK 
ISBN: 978-1-9083-4741-1 £18.95 


\ 

This book is published under the 
'Nostalgia Road' banner by Crecy, 
although it is a larger format hard-back 
book, somewhat different from the 
original series. Gavin Booth needs no 
introduction as a respected author on 
buses. He looks at what many consider 
as'the father of the modern double- 
decker', from the early pre-production 
experimental 'Lowloaders', through to the 
last AN68 models, for which there was 
still demand from operators, both in the 
UK and abroad, until the end in 1984. 

The first PDR1 chassis of the late 1950s 
and early '60s are discussed, which 
made quite an impact on the market, 
although not universally accepted, 
thanks to teething troubles and not 
addressing very well the continuing 
need for lowheight double-deckers - 
not to mention the innate conservatism 
of bus companies - along with the 
many improvements made through 
the 1960s and '70s. There is a brief look 
at the competition and the Atlantean's 
successors, along with the demonstrators 
and export vehicles. Throughout, the 
book is illustrated with over 160 excellent 
colour illustrations in the 110 pages. 

All in all, this is an excellent history of a 
revolutionary vehicle, which many have 
come to admire over almost 60 years. 

___ J 
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BUSES YEARBOOK 2016 

EDITED BY STEWART J BROWN 

KEY PUBLISHING 

P O BOX 300 

STAMFORD 

LINCOLNSHIRE 

PE91NA 

WWW.KEYPUBLISHING.COM 
ISBN: 978-1-910415-32-0 
£17.99 



I've always called this my'annual 
treat'and this year's edition is up to the 
usual high standard. There is plenty of 
interest for any bus enthusiast although, 
inevitably, with the passage of time, there 
is more in every year's Yearbook about 
buses with the engine at the back, rather 
than the sort of vehicle we oldies most 
want to read about. 

There are articles about buses and 
coaches varied parts of the country, 
plus buses and trams in France. Articles 
entitled '20 Years of Firstbus'; Enviro400: 
the first decade'; and 'The low down on 
low floors'tell us the subject matter is 
modern. With articles like'Deregulated 
Portsmouth - the first five years'; 'Brighter 
Olympians'; and 'Ailsa oddities', we are 
getting into the past, while'Wellington 
Street Coach Station'(in Leeds);'the 
Manchester front' (on front-engined 
Daimlers); and 'Growing up in black and 
white', reflecting on bus photography 
from the 1950s onwards, are definitely 
historical. 

I would say this is a must for all bus 
enthusiasts, and while a yearbook has 
to reflect the subject matter of the 
magazine it is allied to, older vehicles 
probably still have more than their fair 
share of space in this book, we just have 
to remember that the vehicles of the 
1980s are just as far in the past now, 
as early post-war vehicles were when 
Vintage Roadscene was first published. 
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RUGBY PORTLAND CEMENT 
TRANSPORT 

- A STORY OF VEHICLES AND 
THEIR DRIVERS 

BY GLEN MCBIRNIE 
SILVER LINK PUBLISHING LTD 
THETRUNDLE 
RINGSTEADROAD 
GREAT ADDINGTON 
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 
NN144BW 

WWW.NOSTALGIACOLLECTION.COM 
ISBN: 978-1 -85794-447-1 
£30 

When Glen published the first book 
with this title - which is still available 
from him - including all the pictures 
and information he had been able to 
amass in many years of research, of 
course, much more came to light, as 
people found pictures and contacted 
him with memories.This second book 
is the result, filling gaps to cover the 
whole history of this well-known lorry 
operator and its constituents. 

As well as many interesting pictures 
of the vehicles, along with the 
company's works and depots - and the 
drivers - Glen has included their thoughts 
and memories of working for the company, 
with lots of stories and anecdotes, most of 
them amusing, rather than otherwise. It 
seems, they had to work hard, but managed 
to play hard as well. 

An interesting aspect of this book is the 
number of pictures of vehicles, both in the 
well-remembered orange livery and after 
they were disposed of by RPC Transport, as 



it was known, many of them to fairground 
operators, widening the appeal of the book 
to more transport enthusiasts. 

Above all, it is testament to Glen's hard 
work and research, as well as the level of 
interest and the esteem with which Rugby 
Cement is held, by many who have known 
or worked for it and many other enthusiasts, 
that not one, but two books have been put 
together, covering its transport operations. 


ERF B, C, CP & E-SERIES AT WORK 

BY PATRICK DYER 

OLD POND/5M PUBLISHING LTD 

BENCHMARK HOUSE 

8 SMITHY WOOD DRIVE 

SHEFFIELD 

S35 1QN 

WWW.5MPUBLISHING.COM 
ISBN: 978-1-910456-10-1 
£19.95 


The eighth in the series of'at work' books 
from Patrick Dyer looks at ERFs, from the 
mid-1970s to the end of the 1980s. With 
200 pictures, mostly in colour, in 
144 pages in the usual landscape 
style, the book shows all the 
variations of ERF lorries using on 
the'SP'cab.The revolutionary 
'Steel and Plastic'cab used Sheet 
Moulded Compound (SMP) 
panels, to make it relatively rust- 
free and easy to repair, as well as 
robust and comfortable. These 
ERFs offered a good British-built 
product to rival the foreign 
competition making inroads into 


the UK lorry market at the time.The book 
shows how Cummins and Rolls-Royce 
diesel engines joined the traditional 
Gardner power in these vehicles. 

It is good to see a British vehicle covered 
in this series.The pictures are good 
quality, nicely laid-out and, perhaps above 
all, remind us of a whole range of once 
well-known liveries, which have now 
disappeared, but which we saw regularly 
on the road not so long ago. This is 
arguably the best yet in this series. 


ERF B. C. CP 
& E-series 
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WRITE TO: THE EDITOR, VINTAGE ROADSCENE, KELSEY PUBLISHING LTD., 

CUDHAM TITHE BARN, BERRY'S HILL, CUDHAM, KENTTN16 3AG OR EMAIL: MIKE.FORBES@KELSEY.CO.UK 


VAN COMMENTS 

Congratulations on the latest issue of Vintage Roadscene, 
particularly for all the wonderful period photos, even dating 
back to the age of steam. I love them all, also the street scenes. 
On the question of the content of the magazine, I think you 
have got it just about right. Perhaps I would like a bit less rally 
coverage, but then the question arises, what do you put in its 
place? I know that the archive photos are expensive. Models, 
again, about right. I used to collect a number, but my shelves 
and windowsills are so full now that I buy very few. But I 
appreciate what you show. 

The Trojan mini-artic on page 40 interested me, as I did see 
one of these, in London in the early 1960s. They were pretty 
rare, I imagine. I have also seen Ford Transit and Bedford CF 
mini-artics, and several in Switzerland, by Iveco and Mercedes- 
Benz. I could provide photos of the Transit and continental 
examples, if you like. 

After my Trojan comments, here is another on light vans. Do 
you have a definite caption that the Goliath three-wheeler on 
page 37 really is a Goliath? It looks much more like a Tempo to 
me which was a contemporary and obvious rival to the Goliath. 
Though the Goliath was similar in layout, it had a wider grille, 
with only four bars, as opposed to the mesh of the Tempo. Also 
the vents at the side of the bonnet were different. This opinion 

v_ 



is confirmed by an excellent book I have, Deutsche Lieferwagen 
(German delivery vans) 1896 to 1996. You will also find the same 
photo on page 287, of my Encyclopedia of Commercial Vehicles. For 
comparison, there is a Tempo on page 609. 

I will send you a photo of a Goliath, when I retrieve it from the 
Spanish publisher, who is doing another edition of the album,'Spanish 
Streets', that I did last year. It is a Model GD750 with 688cc two cylinder 
engine, dating from 1953 to '55. 

Nick Georgano, via e-mail 

J 


POOR MAN'S JAG 

I would like to respond to a letter from a 
reader regarding a saying about Rover cars. 
'The poor mans Jaguar'was something, 
my Uncle said when I was a kid and it 
stuck with me. Working my employed life 
in the motor/transport industry, this was 
a common saying in the North East of 
England. It never referred to the quality 
of Rover cars, it concerned the price 
difference. I have looked at the price lists of 
the older Rovers and they were generally 
£1000-1500 cheaper than a Jaguar, hence 
the saying. Never an Act of Parliament, 
just a saying, so as far as the feature is 
concerned, you were right to leave the text 
as I had written it. 

There may be, as the old cliche says, a 
'North South Divide' on this one. We in 
the NE understood that the poor mans 
Rolls Royce was a Bentley. I hope a fellow 
Northerner writes to you in my defence 
with the same fervour. The reader who 
wrote in, is obviously looking through 
Rover tinted glasses, remarked to himself 
"did Jaguars last?" which he answered 
to himself no! I need to send him a few 
pictures of the latest models. I would like 
to give him some advice on the subject of 
writing magazine features. If he does write 
anything, he must make sure that he gets 
all his facts right or someone might send in 
a letter of complaint. 

Norman Chapman, via-e-mail 


MARSTONS AGAIN 

I have just read the letter headed 
'Restorations'from George Summerfield in 
the October issue of VR. 

If I could clarify the position of Burton 
upon Trent issued registration marks in 1964, 
I can confirm that UFA marks commenced 
with effect from January 1964, and this was 
the final non-year letter series from this 
authority (having reached somewhere in the 
700-800 range by the end of April that year) 
before the first year-letter series appeared 
(AFA 1B etc) in May. Although I gave April 
1964 for the Marston's Leyland (UFA 180), 
it is entirely possible that the number was 
allocated by the local authority a month or 


two earlier, before the truck was licenced for 
road use. 

Marstons had five Leyland Octopus 18 ton 
platform vehicles between 1961 and 1965; 
NFA 17 (January 1961), SFA 864 (September 
1963), UFA 180 (April 1964), DFA 222C 
(August 1965) and DFA 821C (December 
1965). I would assume all these were fitted 
with the LAD style cab. Your correspondent 
referred to CFA 222C which I have on record 
as being a Vauxhall Viva car. 

The next Octopus for Marstons was KFA 
588F, which must have had the Ergomatic- 
style cab. 

Apologies if this appears a little pedantic! 

David Stanier, Derby 


JESTER'S CORNER 

When it comes to fictitous names and colours on restored vintage classics, I will tell a 
tale first, then give you my opinion. 

I was on my way to Plymouth on the A38. Just past Ivybridge in a lay-by was parked 
an ex-Midland Red double-decker bus. It was hand-painted salmon pink and grey, with 
tinted windows, a sunflower on the side panel and standing on a set of white-wall tyres. 

I pulled into the lay-by and found the lad that owned it was a 'new age traveller'. He 
said to me: "Do you like my handiwork?" 

I replied:"Not much, tell me mate, who supplied them white-wall tyres?" 

" Dulux,"he replied, "I've got half a tin left, do you want me to paint yours?" I told him 
I didn't think my gaffer would be impressed, he hadn't got a sense of humour like you 
and me! 

So you see, fictitious names and colours on your own property, I don't give a damn 
now. Leave the lads alone and respect what they do - and respect my opinion, as I 
respect yours! 

Colin 'The Jester' Pratt, Hinckley. 
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COMMENTS ON 
NORTHERN ISSUES 

Your article on the RAC in Vintage roadscene 
issue 189 was extremely interesting, but surely 
the motor cycle TT races you mention on page 
17 first ran in 1907, and not in 1905.1 was also 
interested to see the Commercial Motor's first 
colour advert at the top of page 23. Lancashire 
United Transport (LUT) was, at one time, 
one of Britain's largest bus operators in the 
independent sector. The firm's head office was 
at Atherton (across today's M61 from Bolton), 
and the area of operation was mostly in the 
south of the'Red Rose'county. 

The company name disappeared for a 
while in the run-up to bus de-regulation and 
privatisation in the 1980s, but in the present 
century has reappeared, using virtually the 
same script for its fleetname as shown in the 
advert. Now running mostly in the Blackburn 
area, the 'new' LUT is part of the Transdev 
Group, but sadly the head office is nowadays 
in - shock and horror - in the Harrogate area of 
the'White rose'county. 

The side shot of the Bedford CA on page 
37 of VR 190 reminds me that some 50 years 
ago, the police in the western Lake district ran 
such a vehicle, which they knew as a 'Utilabus'. 
The identity of the owning organisation 
was painted amidships on both of the sides. 
Whether by design or otherwise (nobody ever 
knew), the painter managed to position his 
work so as to hide two letters when the doors 


were fully open, thus reading POLI on the 
offside, and LICE on the nearside. No wonder 
the crews, which were almost exclusively 
male in those days, were dubbed 'Verminous 
girls'.The verbal abuse they received was 
substantial and would be classed as bullying 
today. 

One of the bus companies to which the 
Atlantean/Park Royal combination of double- 
decker, as described in item 6 on page 53, was 
allocated was Ribble Motor Services and that 
company's fleet no 1397 is another preserved 
example, having recently emerged from 
an immaculate restoration at the hands of 
the Ribble Vehicle Preservation Gang, thus 
emphasising the comment about Ribble 
being the'northern Southdown'. However, I 
would go further and suggest that Ribble was 
Southdown's big brother, based on the fact 
that (according to'Buses Extra'no 54) when 
privatised, the northern firm had 700 vehicles, 
whereas Southdown had only 320. 

An elderly lady who is related to me used to 
wind the Leyland clock on Shap, so would you 
please inform The Jester' (page 71) that she 
tells me the clock was slow to shake the likes 
of him out of their comfort zone enough to be 
reminded that they were now in "a real man's' 
environment. The clock is now in a Kendal 
garden, and one's timepiece can be set by it, as 
it shows the correct time twice every 24 hours. 

Thanks for the mention of Silver Roadways 
(page 74). I didn't know of its connection 


with Tate & Lyle, but I vividly recall the 
appropriately-painted lorries passing 
Westmorland's Leyland clock at some time of 
almost every day (or night), when it was my 
pleasure and privilege to work on Shap. 

Finally, my thanks to Ken Wilson of Garstang 
for the information he has supplied on page 
71 ofVR191 about the Lakeland Laundries 
Tiger coach, and a correction to page 52 of 
the same issue, in that Ribble Motor Services 
took over United's operation in Carlisle on 5 
January 1969, only four days after the birth 
of the National Bus Company. I recall reading 
somewhere that United had been trying to 
divest itself of the operation for the previous 
20 years. How true that is, I don't know, but I 
do know that nowadays much of the network 
the company operated from the'Border City' 
no longer exists. 

Alan Wilson, Kendal. 


LIME SPREADERS 

As a regular reader of your magazine, 
could I ask for an article on agricultural 
vehicles, namely lime spreaders. My 
father drove these from the 1940s to 
the 1960s, including ex-army Bedford 
QLs, Chevrolets and GMCs. 

R W Beardsall, Nottingham 

Any offers of an article or pictures please? 


r 

CONTENTS AND ADS 

What an eye opener that was on page 4 of 
the October issue, an advert for trousers, 

I hope 'Roadscene isn't contemplating 
inserting adverts that have no significance 
to the magazine, this advert certainly 
stood out and sort of doesn't fit in with 
what the magazine is all about and I hope 
that it doesn't follow suit like most do and 
incorporate loads of advertising material. 

Moving on to opinions, I certainly don't 
think Vintage Roadscene should go down 
the line on the nuts and bolts of the 
restoration of a vehicle, yes its good to see 
the before and after results, but not the full 
report of how the vehicle was restored, this 
subject is covered in other magazines, so lets 
keep the restoration side of things simple. 

With regard to the Modelscene coverage, 
this should stay. I for one certainly enjoy 
seeing the articles and the contributions 
submitted by readers and seeing what 
they have done with their models and the 
dioramas they have produced. I collect 
models and restore play worn models, 
which have appeared in 'Roadscene, the 
two page spread you did of'Dawnston', my 


diorama of a 1960s town, back in july 2014. 
So, with regard to restoration prospects, 
keep it simple, Modelscene good as it is, 
and the rally scene just right, so keep up the 
good work on what I can describe as a great 
magazine more or less as it is: just watch the 
ads. 

Stewart Green, via e-mail 

Thanks for your thoughts and I'm glad you 
like the magazine more or less as it is! With 
regard to the ads, I agree about the one for 
trousers, but the income from such ads help us 
with the costs, so we can keep publishing the 
magazine, and keep the price affordable. As 
long as there aren't too many like this, I think 
it's a small enough price to pay, although I take 
your point! 

CONTENTS 

Thanks for another evocative Vintage 
Roadscene. In your editorial you asked 
for readers'comments on the contents, 
in particular regarding models and rally 
reports. 

While I do some modelling I, have no 
interest in proprietary model trucks and 


-\ 

therefore do not read those pages. However 
if you were to cover the making of models, 
either from kits or scratch built, it would 
have some interest. 

With regard to rally reports, I attend a lot 
of shows over the year and take my own 
photos and therefore have only a little 
interest in seeing other peoples photos. Of 
more relevance, there are many rally photos 
uploaded on to the Internet (eg Flickr) and 
it seems a bit of a waste using space in the 
magazine for what is generally available free 
on the Internet. 

The strength of your magazine is the 
wonderful old photos and informative 
articles. Pure magic. And don't forget 
'vintage road scenes'could be more than 
just trucks - how about cars, motorbikes, 
bicycles, etc, all of which makes up the full 
picture of what we remember. Another 
area I'd like to see covered is the road 
infrastructure; eg road building and repair, 
road signs and other street furniture, 
bridges, car ferries and so on... 

Keep up the good work - all in all an 
excellent magazine. 

Tony Fielding, via e-mail 

_ J 
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MORE INFORMATION 

I enjoyed reading the'You saw them everywhere'article on 
Bedfords in Issue 190 of Vintage Roadscene. I really like the 
photos of the Hall & Co Bedfords on page 39. The Hall & Co 
fleet was painted in Post Office red and had yellow lettering 
with black shadow. The Bedford S-types were originally fitted 
with Perkins R6 diesels, then Bedford made its own 300 diesel 
in 1959. Operators could also choose the Leyland 350 diesel in 
the S-type.The Bedford A Types were fitted with the Perkins P6, 
but I don't know the type of engine used in the Bedford A Type 
30cwt integral van. It may have been a Perkins P4. 

I liked the Guy Motors article, I found it very interesting. 

The Timpsons article was great with its 1930s period 
advertisements. The photos of the laundry vans on page 72 
sent in by Nick Georgano were also very good. Behind the 
Sunlight Laundry van is a W H Cullen grocers shop. It was one 
of 145 shops owned by Cullens in the London area, serviced 
by a fleet of 24 lorries. I believe this company has now ceased 
trading, after about 100 years and been taken over by Tescos. 

v_ _ 


\ 

Issue 191 of Vintage Roadscene was also very interesting.'Tanks For 
The Memories', 'Those Were The Drays', and the 'Light Vans' articles 
were excellent. Regarding the tankers, I believe that Harold Wood, 
Pickfords, and Thomas Allen all became part of P&O Road Tanks, while 
BulwarkTransport, Ancliff, and Smith & Robinson formed another 
group (later part of Transport Development Group - Ed). It seems that 
some of the big tanker firms were bought and sold a few times. 

Those Were The Drays was a great article. I was surprised to see roller 
shutters in use as early as 1912, on the Hoare & Co Hallford. Hoare 
& Co was located on East Smithfield near The Royal Mint, not the 
Smithfield meat market. The Austin K8 vans as seen on page 41, had 
the cab section pressed by Carbodies of Coventry, while the bodywork 
behind the cab was all coachbuilt. Carbodies also made the Austin FX3 
and FX4 taxi cab bodyshells, and they still make the LTI cabs today. 

The Trojan artic, with its Perkins P3 diesel engine, had something in 
common with the glass-fibre cabbed Scammell Townsman.They were 
usually fitted with the Standard 2.6 litre diesel, but some of them had 
a three cylinder Perkins engine, slightly bigger than the P3. 

H Daulby, Croydon 

_ J 




ECURIE ECOSSE 

With reference to Malcolm Bates item in the 
Septembers issue No 190, the Ecurie Ecosse 
Commer transporter is very much still in 
Britain, It was rescued back in 1980s, and 
restored by, what was Lynx of Hastings, the 
Jaguar specialist. 

When the sale of Ecurie Ecosse was held, 
it was sold to an American buyer, for £1.8 
million, but it remains in this country. 

It is with C K L of Bexhill is Sussex, who 
repair, maintain, and transport classic race 
cars to meetings, for their owners, such as 
Goodwood Revival, Silverstone, etc. 

I enclose pictures taken on June 5 this 
year, when our club visited the company, as 
invited guests. 

Ron Shrubb, Hooe's Old Motor Club. 


LOST WHEELS 

Regarding the letter'Caught my eye'on page 72 of 
the September issue, regarding the coach which the 
author was driving having one of his rear wheels pass 
him on the nearside, reminds me of a similar incident 
that happened to me. 

This was in 1965 or '66.1 was driving a 4D vehicle 
which belonged to the then South Western Electricity 
Board down Union Street in Torquay, when a wheel 
passed me on the offside. I didn't realise at the time 
that the wheel was off my lorry until just affter the 
second wheel came off, which brought the vehicle to 
a grinding halt - but that wheel didn't roll away. 

The other wheel went on down the hill, gathering 
speed all the time, until it hit the kerb, went very high 
in the air and landed on a ud-bank in Torquay Harbour. 

We couldn't walk out to recover it, as the mud was 
too deep, so we had to wait for the tide to come in, 
borrowed a rowing boat and towed it back to some 
steps to lift it back onto the harbour-side. They had to 
tow my lorry away, as all the wheel-nuts had sheared 
off! All in a days work... 
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TATE & LYLE IN LIVERPOOL 

I have a story about Tate Lyle (orTattie Lill' 
as us Scoucers called it!) I used to carry and 
deliver for the company in the 1960s, from 
Liverpool Docks. As we had emptied our 
muilti-drops in Glasgow coming 'MT' back 
into Liverpool, we would be flagged down 
on the side of the road by union wokers from 
Tattie Lill, as we didn't take a second man to 
help us unload in Glasgow. 

They would stop us knowing where we 
were going to pick up our load of sugar to 
take back to North Wales and tell us that we 
were not allowed to get into load at Tate & 
Lyle without two second men, but if we gave 
them £16 cash each, they would jump in our 
cab and go in with us, which we did. 

When we got to the policeman on the gate, 
we had to empty our trailer, so we could load 
our sugar. This time I only had three boxes of 
peaches. He said: "go to the checker on the 
end up there, give him a box, hide one for 
yourself, leave one on for me, then go and 
load your sugar and get off out off this dock 
as quick as you can." (or words to that effect) 

Another time, I came from our dept in 
North Wales with my own second man about 
early evening. We got in, about five of us 
drivers loaded our loads. As we did, we each 
hid a 56 lbs bag of sugar for ourselves in 
our underfloor locker we had for chocks for 
carrying steel drums so they could not move 
- a good place to hide stuff. We all drove out 
of the dock gates, policeman waved us all 
out; he didn't even look. 

We then went to a transport cafe for our 
supper. As we came out, one of the drivers 
ran down towards me, shouting: "Pete, Pete, 
you will have to call the police. Someone has 
STOLEN my bag of sugar that was hidden 
under my deck!" All I could say was "Be quiet. 
We can't do that, who stole them first?" 

You learn with experience, don't you. It still 
happens now. There is more, just ask me if 
you want any true stories... 

Pete Sharpe, Liverpool 


RESTORED TRANSIT 

Seen at a rally in Leeds today, a new restoration, three owners, current one not known. 

A Ford Transit Mark 1 pick-up, first registered in 1974. 

Roy Dodsworth, Leeds 



SOMETHING SPECIAL 

I found this picture in the August 1988 issue of'Ships Monthly' magazine, which I though 
might be of interest. The caption says: "This remarkable custom-built Bedford (?) coach was 
used to promote the introduction into service of the'Royal Scotsman'and'Royal Ulsterman'in 
1936. In addition to the slogans which can be seen in the photograph, the 'fin' on the vehicle's 
roof carried the wording The Clydeway is the Best Way'. The fate of this superb vehicle is not 
known, but no doubt it was converted to a more utilitarian use during the war years." 

Trevor George, Camborne 



"\ 



CHINESE SIX 

In the June 2015 Roadscene, at 
the bottom of page 44 in 'More 
Memories of Grimsby', there was 
a Chinese Six Leyland, C310TAD 
in 'Bird's Eye' livery. It was still in 
use in 2001, although now with a 
curtain-sided body. The enclosed 
photo of this lorry was taken at 
Gaydon Classic Commecial Show 
in June 2001 - is it still around 
now? 

Barry Fenn, Telford. 

_ J 
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MORE WARD LA FRANCE IN THE UK 


On page 59 of issue 191 of Vintage 
Roadscene for October, the question was 
asked if the Ward La France in the picture 
taken at the Kelsall Rally is the only one of 


its type in the UK. Please find attached some 
that I have snapped over the years, including 
one I took at the Jersey Motor Museum - 
Kinda UK... I have more pictures of the same 


if you require them. It is interesting to note 
that GSU 948 and EBW 545 were still both 
being used as recovery vehicles by garage 
owners. Jim King, via-e-mail 





1: The 1944 Ward La France, registered 215 YUS, owned by Christopher 
Barton of RedhiLL, Surrey, seen at Crystal Palace on the London to Brighton 
run in 2014. 

2: Also seen on the London to Brighton run, this time in 2007, was 1944 
Ward La France M1A1, WAS 985, owned by P Doggett of Purley, Surrey. 

3: This is 147 UXY, the 1944 Ward La France M1A1 of G Everitt of Little Tey, 
Essex, seen at Aldham, White Colne, Essex in 2010. 


5: This Ward La France Model 1000 Series 2 
has a different cab. EBW 545 is owned by Dave 
Wallsgrove of Napton in Warwickshire and can 
be seen at Cross Roads Garage in the village. 


6: Two views of GSU 948, a 1945 Ward La 
France, which is still in use with John Panes 
(Regal Garage), Hanley Road, Upton-on-Severn, 
Worcestershire. 


7: YSU 163 is another Ward La France with 
the cab with a solid roof, seen at the 
Gloucestershire Steam Fair, at South Cerney, 
Gloucestershire in 2013. 


4: There is a 1942 Ward-La-France at the Jersey 
Motor Museum, in the Channel Islands. 
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EVEN MORE FROM GRIMSBY 

I was given the picture of the Humber Warehousing Dodge 
500 Series tipper, loaded with petroleum coke? (or is it 
sugar beet? - Ed), and a reference letter signed by Jim Flello, 
Humber McVeigh's depot manager - the only time I have 
seen this version of the company's logo - at a recent steam 
rally. 

The AA material was given to Dennis when a neighbour 
passed away. I thought it would supplement the recent 
article on the AA. 

Ray Newcomb, Grimsby 


|tJH 

motorists 

& 

MOTOR CYCLISTS 


H uniter MiVtlgh 
Transpoifi Limited 


THE 


BADGE 

OF 

SERVICE 



1: This reference is printed on the only example of this style of Humber McVeigh letterhead known to exist. 
2: Cover of a 1950s edition of the AA Book. 

5: Welcome letter to a newAA member from the same period. 

4: Both sides of a temporary AA badge, to be put in the windscreen of the new member’s car. 

5: A copy of AANews, sent to members in 1955. 
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NEXT MONTH... 

TAKING THE BISCUIT 

EX-MILITARY 
FAIRGROUND LORRIES 

MORE 

BREWERS’DRAYS 

SOUTHDOWN BUSES 

THIS SUMMER’S RALLIES 

AUSTRALIAN MILK 
TRANSPORT 

PLUS ALL THE USUAL FEATURES 


EM33£?®[? 





IN THE DECEMBER ISSUE, ON SALE NOVEMBER 20TH 


* Circumstances might cause the planned contents to change 



h* 
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ROAD TRANSPORT PHOTOS 

1940s onwards - professionally primed from 8Qp inc P&P. 
Preo digital images available for Internet use 
Catalogue of over 50.000 photos at 

www.na3t.org/road 

On-fine or mail order 

5AE NA3TCVR), 14 Gannon Road, Worthing, BN 11 2DT 
eMail info@na3l.nrg Phone. Sob 01 M3 235107 

Land; sea or air negative collections purchased 



CLASSIC SPAPfS 

Brake and clutch hydraulic spares for post 
7 935 classic and vintage buses, coaches and 
commercials. Kits for master cylinders, wheel 
cylinders and slave cylinders. 

New and recon cylinders. 

Brake hoses from stock or made to pattern. 
Cylinder resleeving service and one off 
manufacture available. 

Contact: Ian Wonnacott, Classic Spares, 

The Forge, Fore Street, Kenton, Devon EX6 8LF. 
Phone/Fax: 01626 891645 
email: iandDclassic-parts.co.uk 
www.classic-parts.co.uk 


CPA Services 

Vintage & Classic Radiator Restoration for the 
Commercial Vehicle, Bus & Coach Enthusiast 



Quality radiator restoration and 
repair service. 

For prompt personal service and 
advice please contact Jess Dilley. 

We also offer specialist turbo 
charger, air brake, oil cooking and 
water pump repairs. 


Units 4 & 5, Site 4, Alma Park Road, Alma Park 
Industrial Estate, Grantham NG31 9SE 
Tel: (01476) 571 404 Mob: 07714 152 394 
Fax: (01476) 579 636 
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with a D; Series 


A ‘Caught in 
Time* Extra 


Allan Bedford asks whether this the longest continuous service commercial still at work in the UK? 


A good friend of Allan's, Chris 

Currell, who has been involved 
in historic vehicle preservation 
since 1960 and now lives in 
Colchester, mentioned to him 
some 18 months ago that he had caught 
a brief glimpse of an ancient Ford D Series, 
apparently still in use. 

Seeing it on a second occasion, he was 
able to read a name on the tailboard T W 
Groundworks'but despite scanning his local 
Yellow Pages and my involvement via the 
internet, no trace was found. However, two 
weeks ago, success after a bit more detective 
work caught this veteran red-handed 'on the 
job'in the suburban streets of Colchester. 

Chris approached the owner and explained 
that he had this rather sad friend living in 
Devon, who had convinced him to track it 
down and find out more! Mr Williams was 
more than happy and with my brief telephone 
call this week he confirmed that there was no 
problem in sharing the photos with a wider 
audience. 

Additional Information 

Vehicle registered 18/05/71, chassis no 
BC01KB55391,8,740 kgs gross, refuse disposal 
body, colour green, to London Borough of 
Redbridge. Second and current owner, January 
1980. 

The original portion of the body was 
replaced after quite a few years with this 
aluminium lined 'butt', as the owner described 


it. Quite a few gear boxes have passed away, 
along with some three engines.The current 
engine is a Ford'Dover'255,4.2 litre unit, as 
available in the cargo range from 1981. The 
vehicle was up-rated with 9 ton axles and now 
runs on 825 x 16 tyres (750 x 16 originally). 

Allan believes this would have been classified 
as a D0507 by Ford originally and was one of 
many thousands supplied to local authorities 
throughout the country. 

1971 Timescale 

15 / 02/71 - Decimal currency introduced (D 
Day), although tanners, old shillings (5p), and 
florins (lOp) remained in circulation for a while. 
23 / 05/71 - George Osborne'born' 

28 / 10/71 - After Prime Minister,Ted Heath, 
finalised negotiations in France MPs voted in 


favour of us joining the EEC. 

10/11 /71 - Spaghetti Junction opened. 

And the average inflation stood at 8.6%. 

As you can see in the photos, the tailboard 
leaning against the wall carries the 
groundworks name we were unable to trace. 
The familiar ventilator on the cab centre has 
been plated over for extra warmth and a 
fresh coat of paint last year is wearing well. 

Mr Williams told Chris he had been doing this 
work for 50 years and was thinking of giving it 
up next year. 

Allan hopes we can feature this 44 year old 
veteran in Vintage Roadscene as, although 
quite a few people use'Heritage Vehicles' 
sparingly, in conjunction with their business, 
this one certainly does not fall into that 
category. 
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THIS MONTH’S 

NEW RELEASES 

1:76 Scale '00' gauge precision diecast models 



Details May Be Subject to Change 



29634 Leyland Olympian SOVEREIGN BUSES 

Single door buses are rare in London making these Olympians operated by Sovereign 
in north London quite interesting. Fleet number L303 registered G303 UYK 
is working route 114 to Mill Hill Broadway. 


OCTOBER RELEASE 



29510 Plaxton Panorama Bristol Dome TILLING NATIONAL 

With the growing popularity of Continental touring holidays Tilling equipped their 
Panorama's to be suitable for this work. Registered PWC 345K, fleet number PL 9438 
is operating a tour through Switzerland. 


AUGUST RELEASE 



18110 Park Royal XA Atlantean LONDON TRANSPORT 

The XA Park Royal Leyland Atlantean first went into service with London Transport 50 
years ago this year. To mark the occasion our model depicts fleet number XA 3 
registered CUV 3C, operating route P3 to Peckham via Nunhead Lane, slightly later in 
its working life. 


JUNE RELEASE 



40201 Atkinson Articulated Boxvan NATIONAL CARRIERS 

This model sees the introduction of our new twin headlamp version of the Atkinson 
tractor unit. In a livery to please railway and truck enthusiasts this National Carriers, 
unit registered JUW 277N is hauling a Rail Express Parcels box van. 
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22402 Alexander Atlantean BRITISH AIRWAYS 

Continuing to add to our many types of vehicles on airport services. British Airways 
Alexander Atlantean LYF 314D was one of the many buses operating between their 
booking in office at the west London Terminal and Heathrow Airport. 

JULYRELEASE 




20650 Plaxton Pointer Dart CLYDESIDE 

Another vehicle to be popular with our Scottish model collectors is this Clydeside 
Dart which will complement our previously released buses in the livery. Fleet 
number 402, registered M67 FDS is on route 905 to Glasgow Airport. 

SEPTEMBER RELEASE 


32005 RCL Routemaster Coach LONDON COUNTRY 

Working out of Dorking Garage our long Routemaster Coach displays London 
Country's "flying polo" logo. Fleet number RCL 2244, registered CUV 244C is 
operating route 414 to Reigate and is one of only a handful of RCL Routemasters 
decorated in this livery. SEPTEMBER RELEASE 



25813 Leyland DMS 1 Door WILTS & DORSET 

Another well respected company celebrating their centenary this year is Wilts & Dorset, 
the fleet was supplemented by a fairly large fleet of ex London Transport DMS. 
Registered KJD 14P, fleet number 1932 operates route 133 to Wimborne. 


SEPTEMBER RELEASE 


JULYRELEASE 


For EFE Stockists or to Buy Direct call: 0208 344 6720 

Want to keep up to date with all our new model releases? 

Why not join our EFE Subscription Service! See our website for more details. 

www.exclusivefirsteditions.com 





































